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P R E F A C E.

may be proper juft to remark,

that the animadverfions I have

made on Mr. Clayton s Sermon did

not arife from my convidtion of there

being any thing even of plaufibility

in his reafonings, but from an ap-

preheniion, that certain accidental and

occafional prejudices might give fome

degree of weight to one of the weakeft

defences of a bad caufe that was ever

undertaken. I have taken up more

time in fhowing that there is no

proper connexion between the Uni

tarian dodlrine and the principles of

liberty than the fubjedt may feem to

require ;
but this will not be thought

fuperfluous by thofe who recollect

that that idea feems to be the great

hinge



PREFACE.
hinge of Mr. Clayton s difcourfe, and
that it appears amongft the orthodox
part of the Diflenters to have been
produftive already of unhappy effedls.

I fliall only add, that thefe remarks
would have appeared much fooner
but for fevere indifpofition, and that
I was induced to write them chiefly
from a perfuafion that they might
perhaps, in the prefent inftance, have
fomewhat of additional weight as

coming from one who is not an
Unitarian.

Cambridge^

Sept. 17, 1791,
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CHRISTIANITY,

CONSISTENT WITH A

LOVE OF FREEDOM,

THIS
is a period diftinguiflied for

extraordinary occurrences, whether

we contemplate the world under its larger

diviiions, or in refpedl to thofe fmaller

communities and parties,
into which it is

broken and divided. We have lately wit-

neffed, with aftonifliment and regret, the

attempts of a celebrated orator to over

throw the principles
of freedom, -which he

B has



has rendered himftlf illuftrioirs by defend

ing ; as well as to cover with reproach the

characters of thofe by whom, in the earlier

part of life, he was mod careffcd and dii-

tinguiflied. The fuccefs of thefe efforts is.

pretty generally known, and is fucli as it

might have been expected would have been

Sufficient to deter from fimilar attempts.
But we now behold a diflentmg minifter

coming forth to the public under the cha
racter of a flatterer ofpower, and an accufer

of his brethren. If the fplendid eloquence
that adorns every part of Mr. Burked
celebrated book cannot fhelter the author
from confutation, and his fyflem from con

tempt, Mr. Clayton, with talents fo far

inferior, has but little to expect in the fame
caufe. It is not eafy to conceive the mo
tives which could impel him to publifh
his fermon. From his own account it

ihould feem he was anxious to diftbufe the

legiilature, and to convince them there are

many amongft the diifcnters who highly

difapprove the fentiments and conduct of
the more patriotic part of their brethren.

How
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How far he may be qualified from his

talents or connexions, as a mouth, to declare

the fentiments of any considerable portion

of the diffenters, I (hall not pretend to

decide, but (hall candidly confefs, there

are not wanting amongft us pcrfons who
are ready upon all occaiions to oppofe thofe

principles on which the very exiftence of

our difTent is founded. Every party will

have its apoftates of this kind ; it is our

confolation, however, that their numbers

are comparatively fmall; that they are gene

rally confidered as our reproach, and that

their conduct is in a great meafure the

effect of neceflity, as they confift almoft

entirely of perfons who can only make

themfelves heard by confufion and difcord.

If our author wi flies to perfuade the legifla-

ture the friends of arbitrary power are

confpicuous for their number or their rank

in the diffenting intercft, he has moft ef-

fedrually defeated his own intentions, as

fcarce any thing could give them a meaner

opinion of that party, in both thcfe refpects,

than this publication of its champion,
B 2 The
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The fermon he has obtruded upon the

public is filled with paradoxes of fo fingular

a complexion, and fo feebly fupported, that

I find it difficult to lay hold of any thing

in the form of argument, with fufficient

fteadinefs for the purpofe of difcuffion.

I {hall endeavour, however, with as

much diftindnefs as I am able, to felect

tl~\e fundamental principles on which the

difcourfe refts, and {hall attempt, as I pro

ceed, to demonftrate their falfhood and

danger.

Mr. Clayton s favourite maxim is the

inconfiftency of the Chriftian profeffion

with political fcience, and the certain in

jury its fpirit and temper muft fuftain from

every kind of interference with the affairs

of government. Political fubjects he con-

fidersas falling within i\\z peculiar province

of the irreligious ; minifters in particular,

he maintains, {hould ever obferve, amidft

the concuffions of party, an entire neutra-

Jity, or if at any time they depart from this

their natural line of conduct, it mould only

be in defence of the meafures of govern-

3 ment
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jnent in allaying diffenfions, and in con

vincing the people they are incompetent

judges of their rights.
Thefe are the fer-

vile maxims that run through the whole of

this extraordinary difcourfe; and that I may

give a kind of method to the following

obfervations upon them, I (hall mew in

the firft place the relation chriftianity bears

to civil government, and its confiftency

with political diicuffion, as conducted either

by ordinary Chriftians or Minifters ; in the

next place,
I mail examine fome of the

pretences
on which the author founds his

principles.

SECTION I.

Qn the Duty of common Chrljlians In Relation

to civil Policy,

THE momentous errors Mr. Clayton

has committed, appear to me to have arifen

from an inattention to the proper defign of

chriftianity, and the place and ftation it

was intended to occupy. On this fubjeft I

beg
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f&amp;gt;eg
the reader s attention to the

following
remarks :

I ft.
Chriftianity was fubfequent to the

exiftence and creation of man. It is an
inftitution intended to improve and ennoble
our nature, not by fubverting its conftitu-

tion, or its powers, but by giving us a
more enlarged view of the dcfigns of Pro
vidence, and opening a profpeft into eter

nity. As the exiftence of man is not to be
doted fom the publication of

chriftianity,
fo neither is that order of things that flows
from his relation to the prefent world al

tered or impaired by that divine fyftem of

religion. Man, under the Chriftian dif-

penfation, is not a new ftruclure erected on
the ruin of the former ; he may rather be

compared to an ancient fabric, reftored,
when it had fallen into

decay, and beautified

afrefh by the hand of its original founder.
Since

chriftianity has made its appearance
in the world, he has continued the fame
kind of being he was before, fills the fame
fcale in. the order of exiftence, and is dif-

tinguiihed
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tinguifhed by the fame propensities and
O&quot;

powers.

In fhort, chriftianity is not a re-organiza

tion of the principles of man, but an in-

ftitution for his improvement. Hence it

follows, that whatever rights are founded

on the conftitution of human nature, can

not be diminifhed or impaired by the in-

trodii(5tion of revealed religion, which oc

cupies itfelf entirely on the interefts of a

future world, and takes no fhare in the

concerns of the prefent in any other light

than as it is a ftate of preparation and

trial. Chriftianity is a difcovery of a future

life, and acquaints us with the means by
which its happinefs may be fecured ; civil

government is altogether an affair of the

prefent ftate, and is no more than a provi-

lion of human {kill designed to enfure free

dom and tranquillity during our continuance

on this temporary ftage of exiftence. Be

tween inftitutions fo different in their na

ture and their object, it is plain no real

oppofition can fubfift ; and if ever they are

xeprefented in this light* or held inconiiftent

with
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-:vith each other, it muft proceed from an

ignorance of their refpeclive genius and

functions. Our relation to this world de

mands the existence of civil government ;

our relation to a future renders us dependant
on the aid of the Chriiftian inftitution ; fo

that in reality there is no kind of contra

riety between them, but each may continue

without interference in its full operation.

Mr. Clayton however, in fupport of his

abfurd and pernicious tenets, always takes

care to place civil government and chriftia-

nity in oppoiition, whilft he reprefents the

former as carrying in it fomewhat anti-

chriftian and prophane. Thus he informs

us, that civil government is a Jlage eretted

on which man a$is out his character, and

Jbews great depravity of heart. All inter

ference in political parties, he ftiles an alii-

once with the world, a neglecting to maintain

our feparation, and to Jiand upon our own

hallowedground. There is one way, fays he,

by which he means to infmuate there is only

one, in which you may all interfere in the

government of your country, and that is by

prayer
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prayer to God, by whom kings reign. Thefe

paflages imply that the principles of civil

polity and religion muft be at perpetual

variance, as without this fuppoiition, un-

fupported as it is in fact, they can have no

force or meaning.

2d. Mr. Clayton mifleads his reader by
not diftinguifhing the innocent entertain

ments or focial duties of our nature from

thofe ads of piety which fall within the

immediate province of chriftianity.

The employments of our particular call

ing, the focial ties and endearments of life,

the improvement of the mind by liberal

inquiry, and the cultivation of fcience and

of art, form, it is true, no part of the

Chriilian fyftem, for they flourifhed before

it was known ; but they are intimately con-

netted with the happinefs and dignity of the

human race. A Chriftian mould act ever

confiftent with his profefiion, but he need

not always be attending to the peculiar

duties of it. The profeffion of religion

does not oblige us to relinquiih any under

taking on account of its being worldly, for

C we



ive muft then go out of the world j it is

fuflicient, that every thing in which we

engage, is of fuch a nature, as will not

violate the principles of virtue, or occupy
fo much of our time or attention, as may-

interfere with more facred and important
duties.

Mr. Clayton obferves, Jefus drift uni

formly waved interefting himjelf in temporal

affairs, ejpecially in the concerns of the then

cxifting government ; and hence he draws a

precedent to regulate the conduit of his

followers. That our Saviour did not in

termeddle with the policy of nations, I am
as -willing as our author to admit; for the

improvement of this, any more than any
other fcience which might be extremely
fhort and defective, formed no part of his

miflion, and was rendered befide quite un-

necelfary, by that energy of mind which,

prompted bycuriofity, by our pa(lions and

our wants, will ever be abundantly furli-

cient to perpetuate and refine every civil

or human inilitution. He never intended

that his followers, on becoming Clmftians,

mould
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{hould forget they v/ere men, or confider

themfelves a$&amp;gt;

idle or uninterefted fpedtators

on the great theatre of life. The author s

felection of proofs is almoft ever unhappy,

but in no inftance more than the prefent,

when he attempts to eftablifli his doctrine

of the unlawfulnefs of a Chriftian inter

fering in the adminiftration of government

on our Saviour s iilence refpefting it, a cir-

cumftance of itfelf fufficient to fupport a

quite contrary conclufion ; for if it had

been his intention to difcountenance the

itudy of political fubjedts, he would have

furniflied us, without doubt, with fome

general regulations, fome dated form of

policy,
which (hould for ever preclude the

neceffity of fuch difcuffion ; or if that were

impracticable,
have let us into the great

fecret of living without government ; or,

laftly,
have (applied its place, by a theq-r

cracy fimilar to that of the Jews. Nothing

of this has he accomplished, and we may

therefore reft affured, the political
affairs of

nations are fuffered to remain in their an

cient channels, and to be conducted as oc-

C 2 occa-



cafibns may arife, by Chriftians or by others,

without diflinction.

^d, The principles of freedom ought,
in a more peculiar manner, to be cherifh-

ed by Chrlftians, becaufe they alone can

fecure that liberty of confcience, and free

dom of inquiry, \vhichis eflential to the

proper difcharge of the duties of their pro-

feflion. A full toleration of religious opi

nions, and the protection of all parties in

their refpective modes of worfhip, are the

natural operations of a free government;
and every thing that tends to check or re

train them, materially effects the interefts

of religion. Aware of the force of reli

gious belief over the mind of man, of the

generous independence it infpires, and of

the eagernefs with which it is cheriihed

and maintained, it is towards this quarter

the arm of dcfpotifm firft directs its attacks,

while through every period, the imaginary

right of ruling the confcience, has been

the carlieft ailumed, and the lateft relin-

qiiiflhcd.
^Under this conviction, an enlight

ened Chriftian, when he turns his atten

tion



tion to political
occurrences, will rejoice-

in

beholding every advance towards freedom

in the government
of nations, as it forms

not only a barrier to the encroachments of

tyranny,
but a fecurity to the diffufionand

eftablifliment of truth. A confiderable

portion
of perfonal

freedom may be enjoy

ed, it is true, under a defpotic government,

or, in other words, a great part
of human

actions may be left uncontrouled, but with

this an enlightened
mind will never raft

fatisfied, becaufe it is at bell but an in

dulgence flowing from motives of policy,

or the lenity of the prince,
which may be

at any time withdrawn by the hand that

beftowed it. Upon the fame principles,
re

ligious
toleration may have an accidental

and precarious
exiftence, in ftates whofc

policy
is the moft arbitrary ; but, in fuch

a fituation, it feldom lafts long, and can

never reft upon a fecure and permanent

bafis, difappearing
for the moft part along

with thole temporary views of intereft or

policv, on which it was founded. The

hiftory



hiftory of every age will atteft the truth
of this obfervation.

Mr. Clayton, in order to
prepare us to

digeft his principles, tells us in the firft

page of his difcourfe, that the gofpel difpen-

fatkn is fpiritual, the
ivorfiip if enjoins is

fimple and eafy, and if liberty of confcicncc
be granted, all its exterior order may be re

garded under every kind of human govern-,
ment. This is very true, but it is faying
no more, than that the chriftian worfhip
may be always carried on, if it is not in

terrupted, a point, I prefume, no one will

contend with him. The queftion is, can

every form of government furnifli zfecurity
for

liberty of confcience ; or, which is the

fame thing, can the rights of private judg
ment be fafe under a government, whofe

profeffed principle is, that the fubjecl: has

no rights at all, but is a vaflal dependent

upon his fuperior lord. Nor is this a fu

tile or chimerical queftion, it is founded

upon fa&amp;lt;a. The ftate to which it alludes,

is the condition at prefent of more than

half the nations of Europe ; and if there

were
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were no better patriots
than this author,

it would foon be the condition of them all.

The bleflings which we eftimate highly,

we are naturally eager to perpetuate,
and

whoever is acquainted with the value of

religious freedom, will not be content to

fufpend it on the clemency of a prince,
the

indulgence of minifters, or the liberality of

bifhops, if ever fuch a thing exifted ; he

will never think it fecure, till it has a con-

ftitutional bafis ;
nor even then, till by the

general fpread of its principles, every in

dividual becomes its guarantee, and every

arm ready to be lifted up in its defence.

Forms of policy may change, or they may

furvive the fpirit
that produced them ; but

when the feeds of knowledge have been

once fown, and have taken root in the hu

man mind, they will advance with a fteady

growth, and even flouriih in thofe alarm

ing fcenes of anarchy and confufion, in

which the fettled order and regular ma

chinery of government, are wrecked and

disappear.
Chrif-



(
16 )

Chriftianity, we fee then, inftead* of

weakening our attachment to the princi

ples of freedom, or withdrawing them from

our attention, renders them doubly dear to

us, by giving us an intereft in them, pro

portioned to the value of thofe religious

privileges they fecure and protect.

Mr. Clayton endeavours to caft reproach
on the advocates for liberty, by attempt

ing to difcredit their piety, for which pur-

pofe he allures us, to be aclive in this caufe

is difreputable, and brings the
reality of

our religion into juft fufpicion.
&quot; H r

ho are
&quot; the pcrfons, he aiks, that embark ? Are
&quot;

they the fpiritual, humble, and uftful
&quot;

teachers, who travel in birth, till Chrift
&quot; be formed in the hearts of their bearers?
&quot; No. They are philofophical oppofers of the
&quot;

grand peculiarities of chrijlianity
&quot;

It is

of little confequence of what defcriptions
of perfons the friends of freedom con lift,

provided their principles are juft, and their

arguments well founded; but here, as in

other places, the author difplays,an utter

ignorance of fads. Men who know no

4



( 7 )

age but their own, muft draw their prece

dents from it; or if Mr.Clayton had glanced

only towards the Hiitory of England, he

muft have remembered, that in the reign

of Charles the Firft and Second, the chief

friends of freedom were the Puritans, of

whom many were Republicans, and the

remainder zealoufly attached to a limited

monarchy. It is to the diftinguiflied exer

tions of this party, we are in a great mea-

fure indebted for the prefervation of our

free and happy conftitution. In thofe dif-

traded and turbulent times, which pre

ceded the reftoration of Charles the Se

cond, the Puritans, who to a devotion the

nioft fervent, united an eager attachment

to the dodrines of grace, as they are com

monly called, difplayed
on every occafion

a love of freedom, pufhed almoil to excefs ;

whilft the cavaliers, their opponents, who

ridiculed all that was ferious, and if they

had any religion at all, held fentiments

directly repugnant to the tenets of Calvin,

were the firm fupporters of arbitrary power.
If the Unitarians then are at prefent dif-

D tinguifhed



tinguiflied for their zeal in the cauie .of

freedom, it cannot be imputed to any al

liance between their religious and political

opinions, but to the conduct natural to a

minority, who attempting bold innovati

ons, and maintaining fentiments very dif

ferent from thofe which are generally held,

are fenfible they can only ihelter themfelves

from perfecution and reproach, and gain
an impartial hearing from the public, by

throwing down the barriers of prejudice,

and claiming an unlimited freedom of

thought.

4th, Though Chriiiianity does not af-

fume any immediate direction in the affairs

of government, it inculcates thofe duties,

and recommends that
fpirit, which will

ever prompt us to cherim the
principles

of freedom. It teaches us to check every
illfifli paffion, to confider ourfelves as parts

of a great community, and to abound in

all the fruits of an active benevolence.

The particular operation of this principle,

will be regulated by circumftances as they

arife, but our obligation to cultivate it is

clear
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clear and indubitable. As this author does

not pretend, the nature of a government
has no connexion with the felicity of thofe

who are the fubjeds of it, he cannot with

out the utmoft inconfiftence deny, that to

watch over the interefts of our fellow-crea

tures in this refpect, is a branch of the

great duty of focial benevolence. If we

are bound to protect a neighbour, or even

an enemy, from violence, to give him rai

ment when he is naked, or food when he

is hungry, much more ought we to do our

part, toward the prefervation of a free go
vernment j the only bafts on which the en

joyment of thefe bleffings can fecurely reft.

He who breaks the fetters of ilavery, and

delivers a nation from thraldom, forms, in

my opinion, the nobleft comment on the

great law of love, whilft he diftributes the

greateft bleffing which man can receive

from man j but next to that is the merit

of him, who in times like the prefent,

watches over the edifice of public liberty,

repairs its foundations, and ftrengthens its

D 2 cement,



cement, when he beholds it haftening to

decay.

It is not in the power of every one, it

is true, to benefit his age, or country, in

this diftinguifhed manner, and accordingly
it is no where exprefsly commanded ; but

where this
ability exifts, it is not dimi-

nifhed by our embracing chriftianity, which

confecrates every talent to the public good.
On whomfoever diftinguiihed endowments

are beftowcd, as Chriftians we ought to

rejoice, when inftead of being wafted in

vain or frivolous purfuits, we behold them

employed on objedts of the greateft general

conccraj amongft which thofe principles
of freedom will ever be reckoned, which
determine the deftiny of nations, and the

collective felicity of the human race,

5th, Mr. Clayton expreffes an ardent

defire for the approach of that period, when
all men will be Chriflians. I have no doubt

that this event will take place, and rejoice

in the profpecl: of it ; but whenever it ar

rives, it will be &tal to Mr. Clayton s fa

vorite principles ; for the profeffors of

i chrif-
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tianity muft then become politicians,
as

the wicked, on whom he at prefent very

politely
devolves the bufinefs of govern

ment, will be no more: or, perhaps, he

indulges a hope, that even then, there will

be a fufficient number of finners left, to

conducl political affairs, efpecially as wars

will then ceafe, and focial life be lefs fre

quently difturbed by rapine and injuftice.

It will ftill, however, be a great hardfhip,

that a handful of the wicked fhould rule

innumerable multitudes of the juft, and

cannot fail, according to our prefent con

ceptions, to operate as a kind of check on

piety and virtue. How Mr. Clayton will

fettle this point I cannot pretend to fay,

except he imagines, men will be able to

fubfift without any laws or civil regulati

ons, or intends to revive the long exploded

tradition of Papias, refpecting the perfonal

reign.

Had chriftianity been intended only for

the benefit of a few, or as the diftinction

of a fmall fraternity, there might have been

fome pretence, for fetting its profeffion
in

oppo-
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oppoiition to human policy, fince it might
then have been concluded without their in

terference ; but a religion, which is form-*

cd for the whole world, and will finally

be embraced by all its inhabitants, can

never be clogged with any fuch impedi
ment, as would render it repugnant to the

fgcial cxiflence of mankind,

SECTION II.

On the Duty of Mlnlftcrs in Refpeft to

civil Polity.

MR. CLAYTON is extremely fevers

upon thofe of his brethren, who, forfaking
the quiet duties of their profeffion, as he

ftiles them, have dared to interfere in pub
lic affairs. This he confiders as a moft

flagrant offence, an alarming departure from

their proper province, and in the fullnefs

of his rage, he heaps upon them every

epithet, which contempt, or indignation

can fuggeft ; calls them meddling, convi

vial, political miniilers, devoid of all fe-

rioufnefs



rioufnefs and dignity. It is rather extra

ordinary, this fevere corre&ion fhould be

adminiftered by a man, who is, at that

moment, guilty of the offence he is cha-

ftizing ; reproaches political preachers in

a political
fermon ; ridicules theories of

government, and at the fame time advances

one of his own, a moft wretched one in

deed, but delivered in a tone the moft ar

rogant and decifive. It is not political

difcuffion then, it feems, that has ruffled

the gentle ferenity of our author s temper;

for he too, we fee, can bend, when it

pleafes him, from his fpiritual elevation,

and let fall his oracular refponfes on the

duty of fubjeds and of kings. But the

perfons on whom he denounces his ana

themas, have prefumed to adopt a fyftem

of politics
inconfiilent with his own, and

it is lefs his piety than his pride, that is

{hocked and offended. Inftead of fubmit-

ting to be moulded by any adept in cringes,

any pofture-mafter of fervility, they have

dared to affume the bold and natural port

of freemen.

It
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It will be unnecefTary to fay much on

the duty of minifters, in refpect to political

affairs, as many of the reflections which
this fubject would fuggeft, have been al

ready advanced under a former head. A
few confiderations, however, prefent them-

felves here, to which I fhall beg the reader s

attention.

The duties of the minifterial character,

it will on all hands be confeffcd, are of a

nature the moft facred and important. To
them fhould be directed the firft and chief

attention of every perfon who fuftains it,

and whatever is found to interfere with thefe

momentous engagements, fhould be relin-

quifhed as criminal and improper. But

there is no profeflion which occupies the

mind fo fully, as not to leave many inter

vals of leifure, in which objects that lie

out of its immediate province, will have

a fhare of our attention ; and I fee not,

why thefe periods of recefs may not be

employed with as much dignity and advan

tage, in acquiring an acquaintance with the

principles of government, as wafted in fri

volous
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volous amufements, or an inactive indo

lence. Mr. Clayton, with his ufual con

fidence, lays it down as a maxim, that the

fcience of politics
cannot be cultivated,

without a neglect of minifterial duties; and

one would almoft be tempted to fuppofe,

Jie had published his fermon as a confirma

tion of this remark, as a more ftriking ex

ample of political ignorance in a teacher

of religion, has fcarce ever been exhibited.

As far, therefore, as the preacher himfelf

is concerned, the obfervation will be ad

mitted in its full force, but he has furely

no right to make his own weaknefs the

ftandard of another s ftrength.

Political fcience, as far as it falls under

our prefent .contemplation, may be conii-

dered in two points of view. It may either

intend a difcuffion of the great objects for

which governments are formed, or it may
intend a coniideration of the means which

may be employed, and the
particular con-t

trivances that may be fallen upon to accorn-

plifh thofe objects. For example, in vin

dicating the revolution in France, two dif-

E tin&amp;lt;a
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,

tind methods may be purfued with equal

propriety and fuccefs. It may be defended

upoa its principles againft the friends of

arbitrary power, by difplaying the value of

freedom, the equal rights of mankind, the

folly and injustice of thofe regal or arifto-

cratic pretenfions, by which thofe rights
were invaded

-, accordingly, in this light it

has been juftified with the utmoft fuccefs.

Or it may be defended upon its expedients,

by exhibiting the elements of government
which it has compofed, the laws it ha$

enacted, and the tendency of both, to ex

tend and perpetuate that liberty which is

its ultimate object. But though each of

thefe modes of difcuflion fall within the

province of politics, it is obvious, the de

gree of enquiry, of knowledge, and of la

bour they require, differs widely. The firft

is a path which has been often and fuccefs-

fully trod, turns upon principles which are

common to all times and places, and which

Demand little clfe to enforce conviction,

than calm and difpaffionate attention. The
latter method involving a queflion of ex

pediency,



pediency, not of right, would lead into a

vaft field of detail* would require a thorough

acquaintance with the fituation of perfons

and of things, as well as long and intimate

acquaintance
with human affairs. There

are but few minifters who have capacity or

leifure to become great practical politicians.

To explore the intricacies of commercial

fcience, to penetrate
the refinements of

negociation,
to determine with certainty and

precifion
the balance of power, are under

takings, it will be confeffed, which lie

very remote from the minifterial depart

ment ; but the principles
of government, as

it is a contrivance for fecuring the freedom

and happinefs of men, may be acquired

with great eafe.

Thefe principles
our anceftors under-

flood well, and it would be no fmall fhame,

if, in an age which boafts fo much light

and improvement, they were lefs familiar

to us. There is no clafs of men to whom

this fpecies
of knowledge is fo requifite,

on feveral accounts, as diffenting minifters.

The jealous policy
of the eftablifhment,

E 2 forbids
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forbids our youth admiffion into the cele-*

brated feats of learning ; our own femina-

ries, at leaft, till
lately, were almoft en

tirely confined to candidates for the mi-

niftry ; and as on both thefe accounts,

amongft us, the intellectual improvement
of our religious teachers, rifes fuperior to

that of private chriflians, in a greater de

gree than in the national church ; the in

fluence of their opinions is wider in pro

portion. Difclaiming as they do, all pre-*

tenfions to dominion, their public charac

ter, their profeffional leifure, the habits of

ftudy and competition which they acquire,

concur to point them out as the natural

guardians, in fome meafure, of our liber

ties and rights. Befides, as they are ap

pointed to teach the whole compafs of fo-

cial duty, the mutual obligations of rulers

and fubj efts, will, of neceffity, fall under

their notice, and they cannot explain or

enforce the reafons of fubmifllon, without

difplaying the proper e?id of government,

and the expectations we may naturally form

from it; which, when accurately done, will

lead

i
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lead into the very depths of political

fcience.

There is another reafon, however, dif-

tindl from any I have yet mentioned, flow

ing from the nature of an eftablifhed reli

gion, why diffenting minifters, above all

men, mould be well {killed in the princi

ples of freedom. Wherever, as in Eng
land, religion is eftabliihed by law with

fplendid emoluments and dignities, annexed

to its profeffion, the Clergy, who are can

didates for thefe diftinctions, will ever be

prone to exalt the prerogative, not only in,

order to ftrengthen the arm on which they

lean, but that they may the more fuccefs-

fully ingratiate themfelves in the favour of

the Prince, by flattering thofe ambitious

views and paffions which are too readily

entertained by perfons poflefled of fupreme

power. The boafted alliance between

church and ftate, on which fo many en

comiums have been laviihed, feems to have

been little more than a compact between

the Prieft and the Magiftrate, to betray the

liberties of mankind, both civil and religi

ous.
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ous. To this the Clergy on their part at

Icafl have continued fteady, fhunning en

quiry, fearful of change, blind to the cor

ruptions of government, fkilful to difcern

thefigns of the times , and eager to improve

every opportunity, and to employ all their

art and eloquence to extend the preiogative,

and fmooth the approaches of arbitrary

power. Individuals are illuflrious excep
tions to this cenfure ; it however applies to

the body, to none more than to thofe whofe

exalted rank and extenfive influence deter

mine its complexion and fpirit.
In this

fituation, the leaders of that church, in

their fatal attempt to recommend and em-

bellim a flavim fyftem of principles, will,

I truft, be ever carefully watched and op-

pofed by thofe who hold a iimilar ftation

amongft the diflenters ; that, at all events,

there may remain one afylum to which

infulted freedom may retire unmolefted.

Thefe coniiderations are fufficient to juftify

every difienting minifher in well-timed ex

ertions for the public caufe, and from

them we may learn what opinion to en

tertain



tertain of Mr. Clayton s weak and malig*

nant inveftives.

From the general ftrain of his difcourfe

it would be natural to conclude he was an

enemy to every interference of minifters on

political occalions ; but this is not the cafe.

Minijiers, fays he, may interfere as peace

makers, and by proper methods fhould coun

teraff the fpirit offaction raffed by perfons

whofee?n born to vex theJlate. After hav

ing taught them to remain in a quiet neutra

lity, he invefts them all at once with the

high character of arbiters between the con

tending parties, without confidering that

an office of fo much delicacy would demand

a moft intimate acquaintance with the pre-

tenfions of both. Minifters it fhould feem,

inftead of declining political interference,

are to become fuch adepts in the fcience of

government, as to diftinguifh with preci-

fion the complaints of an oppreffed party,

from the clamours of a faction, to hold the

balance between the ruler and the fubjedt

with a fteady hand, and to point out, on

everyjccajion&amp;gt;
and counteract the perfons who

are
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are born to vex the Jlate. If any mould

demand by what means they are to furniih

themfclves for fuch extraordinary under-
J

takings, he will learn it is not by political

inveftigation or enquiry this profound fkill

is to be attained, but by a ftudied inatten

tion and neglect, of which this author, it

muft be confeiTed, has given his Difciples a

inoft edifying example in his firft eflay.

There is fomething miraculous in thefe

endowments. This battle is not to the

ftrong, nor thefe riches to men of under-

ftanding. Our author goes a ftep farther,

for when he is in the humour for concef-

fions no man can be more liberal. So far
as revolutions, fays he, are parts of God j

flan of government^ a Chriftian is not tq

binder fuch changes in Jlates as promifc an

increafe of happinefs to mankind. But no

inhere in the New Teftatnent can a Chrijlian

jind countenance in becoming aforward active

man In regenerating the civil conjiitutions of

nations. A Chriftian is not to oppofe re

volutions, as far as they are parts of God s

plan of government. The direction which

oracles



oracles afford, has ever been complained of

for its obfcurity ; and this of Mr. Clayton,

though no doubt it is fraught with the pro-
fbundeft wifdom, would have been more
ufeful had it furnifhed fome criterion to

diftinguifh thofe tranfuftions which are

parts of God s plan of government. We
have hitherto imagined the elements of

nature, and the whole agency of man, are

comprehended within the fyftem of divine

Providence ; but as in this fenfe every thing
becomes a part of the divine plan, it can

not be his meaning. Perhaps he means
to confine the phrafe of God s plan of go
vernment to that portion of human agency
which is confident with the divine will and

promifes, as he fays an increafe of happi-
nefs to mankind. , If this mould be his in

tention, the fentiment is juft, but utterly
fubverfive of the purpofe for which it is

introduced, as .it concurs with the prin

ciple ofall reformers in leaving us no other

direction in thefe cafes, than reafon and

experience, determined in their exertions,

by a regard to the general happinefs of

F mankind,
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fiiankind. On this tufis the vvildeft pro

jectors profefs to erect their improvements.
On this principle too do the diffenters pro

ceed, when they call for a repeal of the

teft act, when they lament the unequal

reprefentation of parliament, when they

wifh to fee a period to minifterial corrup

tion, and to the encroachments of an

hierarchy equally fervile and oppreffive ;

and thus by one unlucky conceffion this

author has admitted the ground-work of

reform in its fulleft extent, and has demo-

liflied the whole fabrick he was fo eager to

rear. He muft not be offended if princi

ples thus corrupt, and thus feebly fup-

portcd, mould meet with the contempt

they dcfcrve, but muft feek his confolation

in his own adage, as the correction of folly

is certainly a part of God s plan of govern

ment. The reader can be at no lofs to

determine, whom the author intends by a

bufy aftive man in regenerating the civil con-

jlitutlons of nations. The occafion of the

fcrmon, and complexion of its fcntiments,

concur in directing us to Dr. Prieftley ; a

perfon
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perfon
whom the author feems to regard-

with a more than odium tbeologicum, with a

rancour exceeding the meafure even of his

profeffion.
The religious

tenets of Dr.

Prieftley, appear to me erroneous in the

extreme, but I mould be forry to fuffer

any difference of ientimcnt to diminifh my

fenfibility to virtue, or my admiration of

genius.
From him the poifoned

arrow

will Lll pointlefs.
His enlightened and

active mind, his unwearied affiduity, the

extent of his refearches, the light he has

poured into almoft every department of

fcience, will be the admiration of that

period,
when the greater part cf thofe who

have favoured, or thofe wjio have oppofed

him, will be alike forgotten. Diftinguiflied

merit will ever rife fuperior
to oppreffion,

and will draw luftre from reproach.
The

vapours which gather round the rifing fun,

and follow it in its courfe, feldom fail at

the clofe of it to form a magnificent theatre

for its reception,
and to inveft with varie

gated tints, and with a foftened effulgence

the luminary which they cannot hide.

Fa It
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It is a pity, however, our author in re

proaching charafters fo illuftrious was not
a little more attentive to fads ; for unfor-

tunately for him Dr. Prieftley has not in

any inftance difplayed that difafTeftion to

government, with which he has been

charged fo wantonly. In his Ledures on

Hiftory, and his Effay on civil Government,
which of all his publications fall moft pro
perly within the fphere of politicks, he
has delineated the Britifh conftitution with

great accuracy, and has exprefled his warm
admiration of it as the beft fyftem of policy
the

fagacity of man has been able to con
trive. In his Familiar Letters to the Inhabi

tants of Birmingham, a much later work,
where the feeds of that implacable diflike

were fcattered which produced the late riots,

he has renewed that declaration, and has

informed us, that he has been
pleafantly

ridiculed by his friends as being an Unita
rian in

religion, and a Trinitarian in poli
ticks. He has lamented, indeed, in com
mon with every enlightened citizen, the

exigence of certain corruptions, which be

ing
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Jng gradually introduced into the conftitu-

tion, have greatly impaired its vigour ; but

in this he has had the honour of being
followed by the prime minifter himfelf,

who began his career by propofing a reform

in parliament, merely to court popularity
it is true, at a time when it would not have

been fo fafe for him to infult the friends of

freedom after having betrayed their intereft,

as he has fince found it.

Dr. Prieflley has, moreover, defended

with great ability and fuccefs the principles

of our dirTent, expofing, as the very nature

of the undertaking demands, the folly and

injustice of all clerical ufurpations ; and on

this account, if on no other, he is entitled

to the gratitude of his brethren. In addi

tion to this catalogue of crimes, he has

ventured to exprefs his fatisfaction on the

liberation of France ; an event, which, pro-

railing a firmer eftablifhment to liberty than

any recorded in the annals of the world, is

contemplated by the friends of
arbitrary

power throughout every kingdom of Europe
with the utrnofl concern. Thefe are the

demerits
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demerits of Dr. Prieftlcy, for which this

political aftrologift and facred calculator of

nativities, pronounces upon him that he is

born to vex the Jlate.
The bcft apology

candour can fuggeft, will be to hope Mr.

Clayton has never read Dr. Pricftley s poli

tical works -,
a conjecture fomewhat con

firmed from his difclaiming all attention to

political theories, and from the extreme

ignorance he difphys through the whole of

his difcourfe on pclitical topics. Still it is

to be wiflied he would have condefcended

to underftand what he meant to confute,

if it had been only to fave himfelf the trou

ble and difgracc of this publication.

The manner in which he fpeaks of the

Birmingham riots, and the caufe to which

he traces them, are too remarkable to pafs

unnoticed.

When led, fays he, fpeaking of the fuf*

ferers, by officious zeal, from the quiet
dutits

of their profcfiion,
into the Senator s province:

unhallowed boijlerous paj/ions
in others ; like

their own y God may permit to cbaftife
them.

For my own part I was fome time before

I could
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1 could develope this extraordinary paf-

fagej but I now find the darknefs in

which it is veiled is no more than that

myftic fublimity, which has always tinc

tured the language of thofe who are ap

pointed to interpret
the counfels of heaven.

I would not h^vc Mr. Clayton deal too

freely in thefe vificns, left the fire and

illumination of the prophet fhould put out

the reafon of the man, a caution the more

neceflary in the prefent inftance, as it glim

mers fo feebly already in feveral parts of his

difcourfe, that its extinction would not be

at all extraordinary. We are, no doubt,

much obliged to Mr. Clayton for letting us

into a fecret we could never have learnt any

other way. We thank him heartily for

informing us, the Birmingham riots were

a judgment, and, as we would wifli to be

grateful for fuch an important communi

cation, we would whifper in his ear in re

turn, that he fhould be particularly
careful

not to fuffer this itch of prophefying to

grow upon him, men being extremely apt

in this degenerate age to miftake a prophet

T for
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for a madman, and to lodge them in the
fame place of confinement. The beft ufe
he could make of his mantle would be to

bequeath it to the ufe of
poirerity, as for

the want of it I am afraid they will be in

danger of
falling into fome very unhappy

miftakes. To their unenlightened eyes it

will appear a reproach, that in the eigh
teenth century, an age that boafts its

fcience and improvement, the firft philo-

fopher in Europe, of a character unblemifh-

ed, and of manners the moft mild and

gentle, fhould be torn from his family, and

obliged to flee an outcaft and a fugitive
from the murderous hands of a frantic

rabble; but when they learn that there

were not wanting teachers of religion, who
fecretly triumphed in thefe barbarities, they
will paufe fora moment, and imagine they
are reading the

hiftory of Goths or of
Vandals. Erroneous as fuch a judgment
muft appear in the eyes of Mr. Clayton,

nothing but a ray of his fupernatural light
could enable us to form a jufter decifion.

Dr. Prieftley and his friends are not the

firft
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firft that have fuffered in a public caufe ;

and when we recoiled, that thofe who have

fuftained fimilar difafters have been gene

rally confpicuous for a fuperior fanftity of

charafter, what but an acquaintance with

the counfels of Heaven can enable us to

diftinguifh between thefe two claffes of

fufferers, and whilft one are the favourites

of God, to difcern in the other the objeds

of his vengeance. When we contemplate

this extraordinary endowment, we are no

longer furprized at the fuperiority he af-

fumes through the whole of his difcourfe,

nor at that air of confufion and diforder

which appears in it, both of which we

impute to his dwelling fo much in the in-

fufferable light, and amidft the corrufca-

tions and flafhes of the divine glory ; a fub-

lime but perilous iituation, defcribed with

great force and beauty by Mr. Gray.

&amp;lt;c He parted the flaming bounds of place and time

u The living throne, the fapphire blaze,

&quot; Where Angels tremble, while they gaze,

&quot; He faw ;
but blafted with excefs of light,

&quot; Clofed his eyes in endlefs
night.&quot;

G SECTION
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SECTION IIL

On the Pretences Mr. Clayton advances in

favour of his Principles.

HAVING endeavoured to juftify the

well timed exertions of Chriftians and of Mi-

nifters, in the caufe of freedom, it may not

be improper to examine a little more par

ticularly under what pretences Mr. Clayton

prefumes to condemn this conduct.

id. The firft that naturally prefents it-

felf, is drawn from thofe paflages of fcrip-

ture, in which the defign of civil govern

ment is explained, and the duty of fubmif-

fion to civil authority is enforced. That

on which the greateft ftrefs is laid, is found

in the ninth chapter of the Epiftle to the

Romans. &quot; Let every foul be fubject to

&quot; the higher powers ; for there is no power
&quot; but of God : the powers which are, are

&quot; ordained of God. Whoever therefore

&quot; refifteth the power, refifteth the ordi-

&quot; nance of God ; and they that refift, mall

&quot; receive
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&quot; receive unto themfelves damnation. The
&quot; Ruler is the Minifter of God to thee for

&quot;

good. But if thou doeft that which is

&quot;

evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the

&quot; fword in vain. Wherefore ye muft be

&quot;

fubject not only for wrath, but con-

&quot; fcience fake/ This paffage, which, from

the time of Sir Robert Filmer to the pre-

jfent day, has been the ftrong hold of the

doftrine of paffive obedience and non-re-

fiftance, will admit of an eafy folution, by

attending to the nature of chriftianity, and

the circumflances of its profeffors, during

the period it was written. The extraor

dinary privileges and dignity conferred by

the Gofpel on believers, muft have affedted

the minds of the firft Chriftians, juft

emerging from the fhades of ignorance,

and awakened to new hopes, with fmgular

force, Feeling an elevation to which they

were ftrangers before, and looking down

upon the world around them, as the vaffals

of .fin and fatan, they might be eafily

tempted to imagine, the restraint of laws

could not extend to perfons fo highly pri-

G 2 vilegedj
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vilegcd, and that it was ignominious in the

free men of Jefus Chrift, to fubmit to

the yoke of idolatrous rulers. Natural to

their fituation as thefe fentiments might
be, none could be conceived of more de

trimental to the credit and propagation of
a rifing religion, or more likely to draw
down upon its profeflbrs the whole weight
of the Roman empire, with which they
were in no condition to contend. In this

fituation, it was proper for the Apoftle, to

remind Chriftians, their religion did not

interfere with the rights of princes, or di-

minifli their obligation to attend to thofe

falutary regulations, which are eftablifhed

for the protection of innocence, and the

punifliment of the guilty. That this only
was the intention of the writer, may be in

ferred from the confiderations he adduces
to flrengthen his advice. He does not
draw his arguments for fubmilfion from

any thing peculiar to the
chrijiian Jyjlew, as

he muft have done, had he intended to

oppofe thdt religion to the natural rights of

mankind, but from the
utility and neceffity

of
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of civil restraints. The Ruler is the Mi-

nifter of God to thee for good, is the rea-

fon he urges for fubmiffion. Civil go

vernment, as if he had faid, is a falutary

institution, appointed to reftrain and pu-
nifh outrage and injuftice, but exhibiting

to the quiet and inofFenfive, nothing of

which they need to be afraid. If thou

doeft that which i evil, be afraid, for he

beareth not the &quot;

fword in vain.&quot; He is

an avenger to execute wrath upon him that

doeth evil. Chriftians were not to confi-

der themfelves privileged above their fel

low-citizens, as their religion conferred

upon them no civil immunities, but left

them fubjecl: to all the ties and reftraints,

whatever they were, which could be juftly

impofed by the civil power, or any other

part of mankind.

The limits of every duty muft be deter

mined by its reafons, and the only ones af-

figned here, or that can be afligned for fub

miffion to civil authority, are its tendency

to do good-, wherever therefore this ihall

ceafe to be the cafe, fubmiffion becomes

abfurd,
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abfurd, having no longer any rational

But at what time this evil {hall be judged

to have arrived, or what remedy it may be

proper to apply, chriitianity does not de

cide, but leaves to be determined, by an

appeal to natural reaibn and right. By one

of the ftrongeft mifconceptions in the world,

when we arc taught that chriftianity does

not beftovv upon us any new rights, it has

been thought to ftrip us of our dd-9 which

is juft the fame as it would be to conclude,

becaufe it did not firft furnifti us with hands

or feet, it obliges us to cut them off.

Under every form of government, that

civil order which affords protection to pro

perty, and tranquillity to individuals, muft

be obeyed ; and I have no doubt, that be

fore the revolution in France, they who

are now its warmeft admirers, had they

lived there, would have yielded a quiet

fubmiflion to its laws, as being confcious,

the focial compart can only be confidered

as diiTolved, by an expreffion of the gene

ral will. In the mean time, they would

have continued firm in avowing the prin

ciples
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ciples of freedom, and by the fpread of po

litical knowledge, have endeavoured to train

and prepare the minds of their fellow-citi

zens, for accomplifhing a change fo de-

firable.

It is not neceffary to enter into a parti

cular examination of the other texts, ad

duced by Mr. Clayton in fupport of his

fentiments, as this in Romans is by much

the moft to his purpofe, and the remarks

that have been made upon it may, with

very little alteration, be applied to the reft.

He refers us to the fecond chapter of the

firft epiftle of Peter. &quot; Submit yourfelves
&quot; to every ordinance of man for the Lord s

&quot; fake ; whether it be to the King as fu-

&quot;

premc, or unto Governors as imto them,
&quot; that are fent by him, for the punim-
4i ment of evil doers, and for the praife of

&quot; them that do well.&quot; Here it is fufficient

to remark, all that can be inferred from

this paflage is, that Chriftians are not to

hold themfelves exempt from the obligation

of obedience on account of their religion,

but

6



but are to refpecft legiilation as far as it 13

found productive of benefit in focial life.

With ftill lefs propriety, he urges the

firft of Timothy,
&quot; where in the fccond

&quot;

chapter, we are exhorted to fupplicati-
&quot;

ons, prayers, interceffions, and giving
&quot; of thanks for all men, for kings, and
&quot; for all that are in authority, that we may
&quot; lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all

&quot;

godlinefs and
honefty.&quot;

I am unac

quainted with any who refufe a compliance

with this apoftolical admonition, except the

Nonjurors may be reckoned of this clafs,

whofe political fentiments are of a piece

with Mr. Clayton s.

Whilft he pleads with fo much eager^

nefs for the duty of paffive obedience, we

are not, however, to fuppofe, he wiflies to

extend it to all mankind. He admits,

&amp;lt;c that fociety, under the ivifefl regulations,
&quot; will degenerate, and there will be periods

&quot; when ajjociated bodies muft be refolved again
&quot; into its Jirft principles&quot;

All refiftance

to authority, every revolution, is not in his

own opinion criminal ; it is Chriftians only,

who
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who are never to have a ihare in thefe

tranfa&ions, never to aflert their rights.

With what different fentiments did the

great apoftle of the Gentiles contemplate
his character, when difdaining to accept a

clandeftine difmiffion from an unjuft im-

prifonment, he felt a glow of indignant

pride burn upon his cheek, and exclaimed

with a Roman energy,
&quot;

I was free born !&quot;

ad. Another reafon which this author

affigns for a blind deference to civil autho

rity is, that chriftianity is
&quot;

dijlinffi from,
&quot; and indepcndant of human

kgifiation&quot;

This principle no Proteflant DiiTenter will

be enclined to qucftion, but inftead of

lending any fupport to the fyftem of paf-

iive obedience, it will overturn it from its

foundation
-,

for if religion be really diftindt

from, and independant of human legiila-

tion, it cannot afford any ftandard to af-

certain its limits , as the moment it is ap

plied to this purpofe, it ceafes to be a thing
diftincT: and independent. For example,
it is not doubted that a ChrifKan may law

fully engage in trade or commerce
-,
but if

H
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it be afked why his profeffion does not in

terfere with fuch an undertaking, the pro

per reply will be, religion is a thing dif-

tintfl and independant. Should it be again

inquired, why a Chriftian may become a

trader, yet muft not commit a theft, we

fhould anfwer, that this latter action is not

a thing diflinct, or independant of religion,

but falls immediately under its cognizance,

as a violation of its laws. Thus it appears,

that whatever portion of human conduct

is really independent of religion, is lawful

for that very reafon, and can then only be

come criminal or improper, when it is fuf-

fered to intrench upon more facred or im

portant duties. The truth is, between two

inftitutioiis, fuch as civil government and

religion, which have a feparate origin and

end, no oppofition can fubfift, but in the

brain of a distempered cnthuiiaft.

The author s text confutes his doctrine,

for had our Saviour annihilated our rights,

he would have become a judge and divider

over us, in the word fenfe, if that could

be faid to be divided, which is taken away.
When
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When any two inftitutions are affirmed to

be diftindt and independant,
it can only

mean, they do not interfere ; but that muft

be a genius of no common fize, who can

infer from religion not interfering with the

rights of mankind, that they ceafe to be,

or that the patrimony,
over which our

Lord declined to exercife any authority, he

has fcattered and deftroyed.

3d. Similar to the laft I have confi-

dered, is that pretence
for excluding Chrif-

tians from any concern in political affairs,

taken from the conduft of our Saviour,

Mr. CUyton tells us, that Chrift uniform

ly waved interefting himfelf in the con

cerns of the then exifting government,

and to the fame purpofe he afterwards re

marks, he always declined the functions

of a civil magistrate,

The moft carelefs reader will remark,

the whole weight of this argument refts

upon a fuppofition,
that it is unlawful for

a Chriftian to fuftain any other character

in civil life, than that in which our Saviour

literally appeared ; a notion as extravagant

H 2 ^
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as was ever nourished in the brain of the

wildeft fanatic. Upon this principle he

mutt have gone through fuch a fucceflion

of offices, and engaged in fuch an endlefs

variety of undertakings, that in place of

thirty-three years, he needed to have lived

thirty-three centuries. On this ground
the profeflion of phyfic is unlawful for a

Chriflian, becaufe our Lord never let up
a difpenlary ; and that of law, becaufe he

never pleaded at the bar. Next to the

weaknefs of advancing fuch abfurdity, is

that of confuting it.

4th. The author, in proof of his poli

tical tenets, appeals to the devotional feel

ings of his hearers.
&quot;

I afk you, fays he,
&quot; who nuke confcience of entering into

&quot;

your clofets, and {hutting your doors,

&quot; and praying to your Father which fecth

&quot; in fecret ; what fubjecls intereil you moft

&quot; then ? Are not factious paflions huihcd;
&quot; the undue heat you felt in political dif-

&quot;

putation,
remembered with forrow !&quot;

He muft be at a great lofs for argument,

who will have recourfe to fuch loofe and

flimfy
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flimfy declamation. When engaged in de^-

.vout admiration of the fupreme Being,

every other objed: will be loft in the com

panion ; but this, though the nobleft em

ployment of the mind, was never intended

to fhut out all other concerns. ^The af-

fe&ions which unite us to the world, have

a large demand upon us, and muft fucceed

in their turn. If every thing is to be

deemed criminal, that does not intereft the

attention in the very moment of worfhip,

political concerns are not the only ones to

be abandoned, but every undertaking of a

temporal nature, labour and ingenuity, muft

ceafe. Science herfejf muft fhroud her

light. Thefe are notions rather to be

laughed at than confuted, for their extra

vagance will corred itfelf. Every attempt
that has been made to rear religion on the

ruins of nature, or to render it fubverfive

of the ceconomy of life, has hitherto prov
ed unfuccefsful, whilft the inftitutions that

have flowed from it, are now
fcarcely re-,

garded in any other light, than as humi

liating monuments of human weaknefs and

folly.
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folly.
The natural vigour of the mind,

when it has once been opened by know

ledge, anc
4 turned towards great and inter-

efting objects,
will always overpower the

illufiops of fanaticifm ; or could Mr. Clay

ton s principles
be carried into effecl, we

fliould bon behold men returning again

to the ftate of a favage, and a more than

monkifh barbarity and ignorance would

overfpread
the earth. That abftradion from

the world, h is his purpofe
to recommend,

is in truth .as inconnftent with the nature

of religion, as with the ftate and condition

of man, for chriilianity does not propofe

to take us out of the world, but to preferve

us from the pollutions
which are in it.

It is eafy to brand a paflion
for liberty

with the odious epithet
of faction ; no two

things, however, can be more oppofite.

Faction is a combination of a few to op-

prefs
the liberties of many; the love of

freedom is the impulfe of an enlightened

and prefiding fpirit,
ever intent upon the

welfare of the community, or body to

which it belongs, and ready to give
the

alarm;.
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alarm, when it beholds any unlawful con-

fpiracy formed, whether it be of rulers or

of fubjeds, with a defign to opprefs it*

Every tory upholds a fadion ; every whig,

as far as he is fincere and well informed, is

a friend to the equal liberties of mankind.

Abfurd as the preacher s appeal muft ap

pear, on fuch an occaiion, to the devout

feelings of his hearers, we have no need to

decline it. In thefe folemn moments, fac

tious paffions cannot indeed be too much

hufhed, but that warmth which animates

the patriot, which glowed in the breaft of

a Sidney or a Hampden, was never chilled,

or diminiihed, we may venture to affirm,

in its neareft approaches to the uncreated

fplendour; and if it mingled with their

devotion at all, could not fail to infufe into

it a frefh force and vigour, by drawing them

into a clofer afFimilation to that great Being,

who appears under the character of the

avenger of the opprefled, and the friend

and protedor of the human race.

5th, Laftly, the author endeavours to

difcredit the principles of freedom, by hold

ing
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ing them up as intimately connected with

the Unitarian hercfy.
&quot; We are not to be

&quot;

furprized, he fays, if men who vacate

&quot; the rule of faith in Jefus Chrift, fliould

&quot; be defeftive in deference, and in obedi-
&quot; cnt regards to men, who are raifed to
&quot;

offices of fuperior influence, for the pur-
&quot;

pofes of civil order and public good.&quot;

The peribns he has in view are the Unita

rians, and that my reader may be in full

poflefiion of this moft curious argument,

it may be proper to inform him, that an

Unitarian is a perfon who believes Jefus

Chrift had no exiftcncc till he appeared on

our earth, whilft a Trinitarian maintains,

that he exifted with the Father from all

eternity. What poflible connection can he

dilcern between thefe opinions and the fub-

jecl:
of government ?

In order to determine, whether the fu-

prerne power fhould be veftcd in king,

lords, and commons, as in England, in an

aflembly of nobles as in Venice, or in a

houfe of reprefentatives, as in America or

France, muft we firft decide upon the per

fon
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fon of Chrift. I fhould imagine we might

as well apply to aftronomy firft, to learn

whether the earth flattens at the poles. He

explains what he means by vacating the

rule of faith in Chrift, when he charges

the Unitarians with a partial
denial at leaft,

of the infpiration
of the fcriptures, parti

cularly the Epiftles of St. Paul. But how

ever clear the infpiration of the fcriptures

may be, as no one pleads for the infpiration

of civil governors, the deference which is

due to the firft, as coming from God, can

be no reafon for an unlimited fubmifllon to

the latter. Yet this is Mr. Clayton s ar

gument, arid it runs thus. Every oppofi-

tion to fcripture is criminal, becaufe it is

infpired, and therefore every refiftance to

temporal rulers is criminal, though they

are not infpired.

The number of paffages
in Paul s Epi

ftles, which treat of civil government, is

fmall, the principal
of them have been ex

amined, and whether they are infpired or

not, has not the remoteft relation to the

queftion before us. The infpiration
of aa

I author



author adds weight to his fentiments, but

makes no alteration in his meaning, and

unlcfs Mr. Clayton can {how that Paul in

culcates unlimited fubmiffion, the belief of

his infpiration can yield no advantage to his

caufe. Amongft thole parties of Chrilrians

who have maintained the infpiration of the

fcriptures in its utmoft extent, the num
ber of fuch as .have inferred from them the

doctrine of paffive obedience, has been ex

tremely fmall ; it is therefore ridiculous to

impute the rejection of this tenet by Uni

tarians, to a difbelief of plenary infpiration.

It behoves Mr. Clayton to point out, if he

is able, any one of the Unitarians, \vho

ever imagined that Paul means to recom

mend unlimited obedience ; for till that is

the cafe, it is plain, their political opini

ons cannot have arifen from any contempt
of that Apoftle s authority.

As there is no foundation in the nature

of things, for imagining any alliance be

tween heretical tenets and the principles of

freedom, this notion is equally void of fup-

port from fact or hiftory. Were the Soci-

nian.
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nian fentiments, in particular, productive

of any peculiar impatience under the re-

iiraints of government, this effect could notO

fail of having made its appearance on their

firft rife in Poland, while their influence

wasfrefh and vigorous, but nothing of this

nature occurred, or was any fuch reproach

caft upon them. That feel in England
which has been always moft confpicuous

for the love of freedom, have for the moft

part held fentiments, at the greateft remove

from Socinianifm that can be imagined.

The feeds of thofe political principles which

broke out with fuch vigour in the reign of

Charles Ift, and have fince given rife to

the denomination of whigs, were fown in

the latter -end of the reign of Queen Eliza

beth, by the hand of the puritans, amongft
whom the Unitarian doctrine was then

utterly unknown. TheDiffenters defcended

from thofe illuftrrous anceftors, and in

heriting their fpirit,
have been foremoft

in defence of liberty, not only, or
chiefly,

of late, fince the fpread of the Socinian

I 2 doctrine,
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doftrine, but before that fyftem had gained

any footing amongft us.

The knowledge and ftudy of the fcrip-

tures, far from favouring the pretenfions

of defpotifm, have almoft ever diminished

it, and been attended with a proportional
increafe of freedom. The union of pro-
teftant Princes preferved the liberties of the

Germanick body when they were in danger
of being overwhelmed by the victorious

arm of Charles Vth ; yet a veneration for

the fcriptures, at a time when they had

almoft fallen into oblivion, and an appeal
to their decifions in all points, was the

grand chiiradteriftic of die new religion.

If we look into Turkey, we fhall find the

leaft of that impatience under reftraints,

Mr. Clayton laments, of any place in the

world, though Paul and his epiftles are not

much ftudied there.

There are not wanting reafons, which at

firft view might induce us to conclude,

unitarianifm was lefs favourable to the love

of freedom than almoft any other iyftem of

religious belief. If any party of Chriftians

were
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were ever free from the leaft tindture of

enthufiafm, it is the Unitarian : yet that

paffion has by every philofopher been judged

friendly to liberty ; and to its influence,

though perhaps improperly,fome of its moft

diftinguifhed exertions have been afcribed.

Hume and Bolingbroke, who wereAtheifts,

leaned towards arbitrary power. Owen,

Howe, Milton, Baxter, fome of the mofl

devout and venerable characters that ever

appeared, were warmly attached to liberty,

and held fentiments on the fubjedt of go
vernment as free and unfettered as Dr.

Prieftley. Thus every pretence for con

founding the attachment to freedom with

the fentiments of a religious party, is moft

abundantly confuted both from reafon and

from fad:. The zeal Unitarians have dif-

played in defence of civil and religious

liberty, is the fpirit natural to a minority,
who are well aware they are viewed by the

ecclefiaftical powers with an unparalleled

malignity and rancour. Let the Diffenters

at large remember they too are a minority,
a great minority, and that they muft look

for
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for their ftcurity from the fame quarter,

not from the compliments of bifhops, or

prefents from maids of honour *.

To abandon principles, which the beft

and moft enlightened men have in all ages

held facred, which the Diffenters in parti

cular have rendered themfclves illuftrious

by defending, which have been fealed and

confecrated by the blood of our anceftors,

for no other reafon than that the Unitarians

chance to maintain them, would be a weak-

nefs of which a child might be afhamed !

Whoever may think fit to take up the

gauntlet
in the Socinian controverfy will

have my warmeft good wifhes ; but let us

not employ thofe arms againft each other

which were given us for our common

defence.

* Some of my readers perhaps need to be informed

that I here allude to Mr. Martin, \vho, for fimilar fer-

YICCS to thofe Mr. Clayton is now performing, has

been confiderably carefled by certain bifhops who have

condefcended to notice and to vifit him. I think we

do not read that Judas had any acquaintance with the

high priefls till he came to tranfaa bufmefs with

.. ^tSt: SECTION



SECTION IV.

On the Tefl

AMIDST all the wild exeentricities,

which, abounding in every part of this ex

traordinary publication, naturally diminiOi
our wonder at any thing fuch a writer may
advance, I confefs I am

furprifcd at his

declaring his wifli for the continuance of
the Teft Act. This law, enafled in the
latter end of the reign of Charles lid, to
fecure the nation from

popery, when it

flood upon the brink of that
precipice, is

continued, now that the danger no longer
exifts which firft occafioned it, for the e^x-

prefs purpofeof preferving the church from
the inroads of Diffenters. That church, it

muft be remembered, exifted for ages before
it received any fuch protection j yet is it

now the vogue to magnify its importance
to that degree, that one would imagine it

was its fole prop, whofe removal would
draw the whole fabrick after it, or at leaft

make
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make it totter to its bale. Whether theic

apprehenfions
were really entertained by the

clergy who gave the ilgnal for the com

mencement of hoftilitics on a late occafion,

or whether they were only impelled by that

illiberal tincture, and fixed antipathy to all

who differ from them*, which hath ever

marked their charader, may be doubted ;

but to behold a Diffcnting Minifter joining

with them in an unnatural warfare againft

his brethren, is a phenomenon ib curious,

that it prompts us to enquire into its caufe.

Let us hear his reafons. He and many

others were convinced, he tells us,
&quot; that

&quot; fome of the perfons
who applied for the

&quot;

repeal were influenced by enmity againft

&quot; the doctrinal articles of the eftablifhed

&quot; church, and they could not facrifice their

&quot;

pious regard to truth, though in a

&quot; church they had feparated from, to the

&quot;

policy
of men, who withrefpecl to God

&quot; our Saviour only confult how they may
&quot; caft him down from his excellency.&quot;

When we hear the clergy exclaim that their

church is in danger, we pretty
well un-

derftand
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derftand what they niean ; they fpeak broad,

as Mr. Burke fays, and intend no more

than that its emoluments are endangered ;

but when a ferious Diffenter expreffes his

pious regard to the doctrines of the church,

it is the truth of thofe articles he muft be

fuppofed to have in view. Let us confider

for a moment what advantage the Teft A6t

is capable of yielding them. All thofe who

qualify for civil offices, by a fubmifllon to

this law, confift of two elaffes of people j

they are either perfons who are attached to

the articles of the church, fromwhom there

fore no danger could accrue ; or they are

perfons who have fignified their aflent to

doctrines which they inwardly difapprove,

and who have qualified
themfelves for truft

by a folemn aft of religious deception. It

is this latter clafs alone, it fhould be re

membered, whom the Teft Aft can at all

influence, and thus the only fecurity this

celebrated law can afford the articles of the

church, is founded in a flagrant violation

of truth in the perfons who become their

guarantees. Every attempt that has been

K made
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,

made to uphold religion by the civil arm,
has reflected difgrace upon its authors ; but

of all that are recorded in the hiftory of the

World, . perhaps this is the moft abfurd in

its principle, and the leaft effectual in its

operation. For the truth of facred myfte-
ries in religion, it appeals to the corrupted

principles of the human heart, and to thofe

only ; for no one can be tempted by the

Teft Act, to profefs an attachment to the

doitrines of the church, till he has been

already allured by the dignity or emolument
of a civil office. By compelling all who
exercife any function in the ftate, from the

perfon who afpires to its higheft diftmdtions,
to thofe who fill the meaneft offices in it,

to
profefs. that concurrence in religious

opinions which is known never to exift, it

is adapted beyond any other human inven

tion, to fprcad among/I all orders of men a

contempt for facred inftitutions, to in-

throne hypocrify, and reduce deception to

a fyftem ! The truth of any fet of opinions.
can only be perceived by evidence ; but what;

evidence can any one derive from the mere

mechanical



mechanical action of receiving bread and

wine at the hands of a parifh Prieft ? He
who believes them already needs not to be

initiated by any fuch ceremony; and by
what magick touch thofe fimple elements

are to convert the unbeliever, our author,

who is mafter of fo many fecrets, has not

condefcended to explain. He will not

pretend to impute the firft fpread of thefe

doctrines in the infancy of the chriftian re

ligion, or their revival at the reformation

to any fuch means, fmce he imagines he

can trace them in the New Teftament.

It is ftrange if that evidence which was

powerful enough to introduce them where

they were unknown, is not fufficient to

uphold them where they are already pro-

fefled and believed. At leaft the Teft Aft,

it muft be confeiTed, has yielded them no

advantage, for they have been controverted

with more acrimony, and admitted by 3,

fmaller number of perfons, fmce that law

was enacted, than in any period preceding.

Were the removal of this Teft to over

throw the eftablilliment itfelf, a confe-

K 2 quence



quence at the fame time in the higheft

degree improbable, the articles of the

church, if they arc true, would remain

unendangered, their evidence would con
tinue unimpaired, an appeal to the inlpired

writings from which they profefs to be

derived would be open, the
liberty of dif-

cuflion would be admitted in as great an

extent as at prefcnt ; this difference only
would occur, that an attachment to them
would no longer be fufpeded of flowing
from corrupt and fmifter motives. They
would ceafe to be with the

clergy, the

ladder of promotion, the cant of the pulpit,
the ridicule of the ichools. The

futility of
this or any other law, as a

fecurity to reli

gious doftrines, may be difcerned from this

tingle reflexion, that in the national church
its own articles have for a length of time

been either treated with contempt, or

maintained with little
fincerity, and no zeal;

vvhilit amongft the DiiTentcrs, where they
have had no fuch aids, they have found a

congenial foil, and continue to flourifh

with vigour.

On



On the political complexion of this Teft,

as it does not fall fo properly within my
prefent view, I fhall content myfelf with

remarking, that harmlefs as it may appear
at firft fight, it carries in it the feeds of all

the perfecutions and calamities which have

ever been fuftamed on a religious account.

It profcribes not an individual who has

been convi&ed of a crime, but a whole

party, as unfit to be trufled by the com

munity to which they belong; and if this

ftigma can be juftly fixed on any fet of

men, it ought not to flop here, or any
where, fhort of the aftual excifion of thofe

who are thus confidered as rotten and in

curable members of the political body. In

annexing to religious Toectilation the idea

of political default, the principle of this

law would juftify every excefs of feveritv

and rigour. If we are the perfons it ftip-

pofes, its indulgence is weak and contemp
tible ; if we are of a different

defcription,
the nature of its pretenfions is fo extra

ordinary as to occafion ferious alarm, and

call aloud for its repeal. Mr. Clayton,

indeed,
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Indeed, calls this, and fimilar laws, a reftraint

very prudently impofed upon thofe who

difient from the eftabliihed religion *.

This reftraint, however, is no lefs than

a political annihilation, debarring them,

though their talents were ever fo fplendid,

from mingling in the councils, or poflefling

any fhare in the admin iilration of their

country. With that natural relifh for ab-

furdity, which characterizes this author,

he imagines they have juftly incurred this

evil for dilTenting from an erroneous religion.

He tells us, in the courfe of his fer-

mon-f-, that the grand
&quot;

principle of fepa-
&quot; ration from the church lies in the un-

&quot;

worldly nature of &quot;our Saviour s king-
&quot;

dom.&quot; This reafon for feparation im

plies,
that any attempt to blend worldly

intcrefts or policy with the conftitution of

a church, is improper ; but how could this

be done more effectually than by rendering

the profcfiion
of its articles a preliminary

ftep to every kind of civil pre-eminence.

Yet this abuie, which in his own eftima-

^yi sill nJUJ iJ Si\ D * ^^
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tion is fo enormous as -to form the great
bafis of feparation, he wifhes to perpetuate $

and, all -things confidered, hopes
&amp;lt;f that

^rwhich is at reft will not be difturbed.&quot;

In another part of his difcourfe *, he aiks

what temporalities has the church of Chrift

to expect ? It is the mother of Harlots^

which fays,
&quot;

I fit a queen, and (hall fee no
forrow.&quot; Would any one imagine this wag
the language of a man, who, iti pleading
for a Teft Aft, has reftcd the fupport of

his creed on thofe very temporalities he

affects fo much to difdain, and has com
mitted his religion to the arms of that

mother of harlots to be reared and nourifli-

cd ! When fpeaking of the Teft Act in the

feventh page of his difcourfe, he thus ex-

preffes himfelf,
&quot;

Surely the Croft of Chrift

ought not to be infulted by perfons eager
to prefs into the temple of Mammon.&quot;

Who cauld treat it with more poignant

feverity than is couched in this declaration ;

yet this is the language of a perfon who
its continuance. In truth, his re-

*
Page 26.

prefentations



prefentations on this fubjedt are pregnant

with luch contradictions, and rile above

each other in fo regular a gradation of ab-

iurdity as will not eafily be conceived, and

perhaps hath fcarce ever been equalled.

At the very outfet of his fermon, he de

clares,
&quot; whenever the gofpel is fecularized

&quot;

it is dcbafed and mifreprefentcd, and in

&quot;

proportion to the quantity of foreign in-

&quot; fufions is the efficacy of this faving health

&quot;

diminiQied.&quot; But human ingenuity would

be at a lofs to contrive a method of fecula-

rizing the gofpel more completely, than by

rendering it the common pafiport of all

who afpire to civil diitindtions. I am

really weary of expofing the wild and ex

travagant incoherence of fuch a reafoner.

From a man, who profeffing
to be the

apologift
of his party, betrays its intcrcfts,

and exhibits its moft illuftrious members to

reproach, who himfclf a Diffcnter, applauds

the penalties
which the hierarchy has in

filled as a &quot;

prudent rejtraint-&quot;
who, with

the utmoft poignance,
cenfures a law which

he iblcmnly invokes the legillature
to per

petuate
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petuate ; and propofes to fecure the truths

of religion, by the &quot;

prophanation of its

&quot; Sacraments *,&quot; by
&quot;

debafingthe Gof-
&quot;

pel/ and &quot;

infulting the Crofs 5

&quot;

any

thing may be expefted but confiftence and

decency. When fuch an author allures us

he was not impelled by vanity to publilh -f,

we may eafily give him credit; but he

fhould remember, though it may be a virtue

to fubdue vanity* it is bafe to extinguish

fhame. The tear which, he tells us, ftarted

from the eyes of his audience, we will hope,
for their honour* was an effufion of regret,

natural to his friends, on hearing him deli

ver fentiments which they confidered as a

difgrace to himfelf, and a calumny on his

brethren. His affecting to pour contempt

upon Dr. Price, whofe talents and character

were revered by all parties, and to hold

him up as the corruptcr of the Diflenters,

will not fail to awaken the indignation of

every generous mind. Whether they were

greater friends to their country, whofe

pride and oppreffion fcattered the flames of

* See page 8. f Page 6.

L difcord
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difcord acrofs the atlantick, poured defo-

lation into the colonies, difmembered the

empire, and involved us in millions of debt ;

or the man, who, with, a warning voice,

endeavoured to avert thofe calamities, pof-

terity will decide.

He gives us a pompous enumeration *

of the piety, learning, and talents of a large

body of his brethren who concur with him

in a difapprobation of the theological and

political
tenets of the Unitarians. The

weaknefs of mingling them together has

been fliown already ; but if thefe great and

eminent men, whom the world never heard

of before, poffefs that zeal for their reli

gion they pretend, let them meet their

opponents on the open field of controversy,

\vhere they may difplay their talents and

prowefs to fomewhat more advantage than

injkulking behind a confecrated altar.

There are many particulars in the addrefs

and fermon of an extraordinary complexion,

which I have not noticed at all, as it was

not my intention to follow the author ftcp

* See page 6.

by
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by ifep, but rather to colled his fcattered

reprefentations
into fome leading points

of

view. For the fame reafon, I make no

remarks on his barbarous imagery ; or his

ftile, every where incoherent and incorrect,

fometimes indecent, which cannot fail of

difgufting every reader of tafte. In a rude

daubing peculiar to himfelf, where in ridi

cule of Dr. Prieftley he has grouped toge

ther, *foreigner, aflip, and cargo of drugs,

he has unfortunately fketched his own

likenefs, except in the circumftance of the

/hip, with tolerable accuracy; for, with

out the apology of having been/v/&amp;gt;jW
into

England, he is certainly a foreigner
in his

native tongue, and his publication
will be

allowed to be a drug.

Had he known to apply the remark with

which his addrefs commences, on the uti

lity
of accommodating inftruftion to the

exigence of times, he would have been

aware, that this is not a feafon for drawing

off the eyes of mankind from political
ob

jects. They were in fact never turned to

wards them with equal ardour, and we may
L 2 venture



venture to affirm, they will long continue

to take that direction. An attention to

the political afpeft of the world, is not

now the fruit of an idle curiofity, or the

amufement of a difllpated and frivolous

mind, but is awakened and kept alive by
occurrences as various as they are extraor

dinary. There are times when the moral

world feems to ftand ftill ; there are others

when it fecms impelled towards its goal,
with an accelerated force. The prefent is

a period more interefting, perhaps, than any
which has been known, in the whole flight

of time. The fcenes of Providence thicken

upon us fo faft, and are fhifted with fo

ftrange a rapidity, as if the great drama

of the world were drawing to a clofe.

Events have taken place, of late, and re

volutions have been effected, which, had

they been foretold a very few years ago,
would have been viewed as

vifionary and

extravagant, and their influence is yet far

from being fpent. Europe never prefented
fuch a fpedacle before, and it is worthy
of being contemplated, with the profoundeft

attention,
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attention, by all its inhabitants. The em

pire of darknefs and of defpotifm, has been

fmitten with a ftroke which has founded

through the univerfe. When we fee whole

kingdoms, after repofing for centuries on

the lap of their rulers, ftart from their

flumber, the dignity of man rifing up from

depreffion,
and tyrants trembling on their

thrones, who can remain entirely indiffe

rent, or fail to turn his eye towards a the

atre fo auguft and extraordinary. Thefe

are a kind of throes and ftruggles of na

ture, to which it would be a fullennefs to

refufe our fympathy. Old foundations arc

breaking up ; new edifices are rearing. In-

ftitutions which have been long held in

veneration, as the moft fublime refinements

of human wifdom and policy, which age

hath cemented and confirmed, which power

hath fupported, which eloquence hath con-

jfpired
to embellifh and opulence to enrich,

are falling faft into decay. New profpecls

are opening on every fide, of fuch amazing

variety and extent, as to ftretch farther than

the



the eye of the mofl enlightened obferver

can reach.

Some beneficial effects appear to have

taken place already, fufficient to nourifh

our moil fanguine hope of benefits much
more extenfivt. The mifchief and folly

of wars begin to be underftood, and that

mild and liberal fyftem of policy adopted,

which has ever indeed been the object of

prayer to die humane and the devout, but

has hitherto remained utterly unknown ia

the cabinets of princes. As the mind na

turally yields to the impreffion of objects

which it contemplates often, we need not

wonder, if, amidft events fo extraordinary,

the human character itfelf fhould appear

to be altering and improving apace. That

fond attachment to ancient inflitutions,

and blind fubmiffion to opinions already re

ceived, which has ever checked the growth
of improvement, and drawn on the greatefl

benefactors of mankind danger, or neglect,

is giving way to a fpirit of bold and fear-

lefs invefligation. Man feems to be be

coming more erect and independant. He
leans

6
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leans more on himfelf, lefs on his fellow*

creatures. He begins to feel a confciouf-

nefs in a higher degree of perfonal dignity,

and is lefs enamoured of artificial diftino

tions. There is fome hope of our behold^

ing that fimplicity and energy of character

which marks his natural ftate, blended

with the humanity, the elegance and im

provement of polifhed fociety.

The events which have already taken

place, and the further changes they fore

bode, will open to the contemplative of

every character, innumerable fources of re

flection. To the philofopher, they prefent

many new and extraordinary facts, where

his penetration will find ample fcope in at

tempting to difcover their caufe, and to

predict their effects. He will have an op

portunity of viewing mankind in an inter-

efting fituation, and of tracing the progrefs

of opinion through channels it has rarely

flowed in before. The politician will feel

his attention powerfully awakened, on fee

ing new maxims of policy introduced, new

inftitutions eftablifhed, and fuch a total al

teration



teration in the ideas of a great part of

world, as will oblige him to ftudy the art

of government as it were afrefh. The

devout mind will behold in thefe momen

tous changes, the finger of God, and dif-

cerning in them the dawn of that glorious

period,
in which wars will ceafe, and anti-

chriftian tyranny fhall fall, will adore that

unerring wifdom, whofe fecret operation

never fails to conduct all human affairs to

their proper iflue, and impels the great

aftors on that troubled theatre, to fulfil,

when they leaft intend it, the counfels of

heaven, and the predictions of its pro

phets.

FINIS.
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THE PREFACE.

1HOUGH publications
of the na

ture of this have feldom any exten-

five circulation, yet as fome perfons

into whofe hands it may fall, may
want information concerning the idea

of ordination that prevails among

Diffenters, I (hall obferve that we (at

leaft many of us) do not now mean by

it the giving oforder s&amp;gt;

without which

a perfon could not be confidered as

properly qualified to exercife the of

fice of minifter in a chriftian fociety.

As all our focieties are independent

of each other, the members of each

of them are, of courfe,the fole judges

of the qualifications of the perfon

A 2 whom



k PREFACE.

whom they chufe to be their minif-

ter.
Confequently their appointment

is his proper orders^ or title to
officiate

among them; and all that is done

by the minifters who bear any part
in what is ufually called the ordina

tion fervice (befides thereby virtually

expreffing their approbation of the

choice of the congregation, and giv

ing their minifter the right hand
of

fellowfhip) is to recommend him
and his labours to die divine bleffino-hf )r\ o
by prayer, and to give him and the

people proper advice.

~ -
ft-

* jiA 3^7

On this idea it is now cuftomary
with many Diffenters, efpecially thofe

who are called
Prefbyteiians, for the

minifter to difcharge all the fun&ions

of his office, baptizing and adminif-

tering the Lord s fupper, as well as

preaching
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preaching and praying, before ordina

tion, in order more
effectually to re

move the prejudices which ftill re

main with many, founded on the

idea that fome powers are conferred

on this occafion, powers which qua

lify him to do after this ceremony
what he could not do before.

The proper ordination fervice^

therefore, confifts in the prayer over

the candidate^ and the charge. But

the congregation, and alfo many
ftrangers, being ufually affembled on

the occafion, and
efpecially a num

ber of minifters being prefent, it has

been ufual for one of them to deliver

a difcourfe, or fermon^ on fome fub-

je6l relating to
chriftianity in general,

or the
miniftry of it in particular;

and inftead of the particular confejjion

of
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effaith, which was formerly required

of all candidates for the miniftry (his

foundnefs in which was then deemed

effential) certain queftions
are put to

him, which lead him to give as much

as he thinks proper of his views of

chriftianity and the miniftry of it,

and the motives and maxims of his

own conduct, for the inftrudtion of

the audience.

The ceremony of impoKtion of

hands, which in primitive
times ac

companied the aftion of praying for

a particular perfon, by which the

apoftles
communicated fpiritual gifts,

and which was afterwards fuppofed

to be neceffary to the conferring of

proper qualifications
for the gofpel

miniftry, is now generally
laid afide

by us, fince we are confcious that we
&amp;lt;

}
t
have
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have nothing to impart,
and wifh

not to encourage fuperftition.

Ordination being now no longer

confidered in the light of conferring

orders, as inEpifpocal,
and the proper

Preftyterian churches, many of the

more liberal Diffenters negleft it al

together ; thinking it to encourage

fuperftition,
and to keep up a mere

form when ^fubftdnce
is wanting.

But when the defign of ordination,

as above explained,
is well under-

ftood, when the perfon ordained fhall

have performed every part
of the mi-

nifterial duty before, as well as after,

his ordination, though the name

given to the fervice no longer fug-

gefts the idea that was formerly6
r n- -

annexed to it, no luperititioii
is

encouraged. And fmce the con

nexion
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nexion between a ininifter and his

congregation, and
efpecially the

iirft that he forms, is a very ferious

concern, there cannot, furely, be

any impropriety, but on the con

trary the greateft propriety, in

making it an occafion of folemn

prayer; and then exhortation or

admonition, from a minifter of

greater age and experience, to one
who has but lately entered upon
the officers particularly feafonable.

I cannot help, therefore, expreffing

my wifh,that fome fervice,to which

the name of ordination may well

enough be given, may be kept up

among us, at the fame time that

every precaution is taken to pre
vent fuperftition with refpe6l to it.

J. PRIESTLEY.
Birmingham,

Nov. i, 1790.
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A SERMON, &c.

that the God of our Lord Jejus Chrift, the

Father of glory, may give unto you the fpirit of

wifdom and revelation, in the knowledge of him ;

the eyes ofyour under/landing being enlightened;
that ye may know what is the hope of his

calling,

and what the riches of the glory ofhis inheritance

in the faints, and what is the exceeding greatnefs

of his power, to us-ward who believe, according
to the working of his mighty power, which he

wrought in Chrift, when he raifed him from the

dead.

EPHES. i. 17 20.

1 HE apoftle, writing to thofe who had

lately been heathens, frequently, and very

properly, reminds them of the great bene

fit they derived from the knowledge of the

gofpel. This he does more efpecially
in the introduftion to this epiftle to the

A 2 Ephefians.
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Ephefians. It is indeed, of great im

portance that our minds fliould always be

imprefled with a fenfe of what we owe to

the fountain of all good in this moft im

portant refpeft, efpecially as, having never

ourfelves feen, or known, much of hea-

thenifm, we are too apt to think lefs of

the happinefs of our emancipation from

it. And as we are now aflembled for the

purpofe of recommending to the divine

blefling a fellow labourer in the work of

the chriftian miniftry, I (hall take the op

portunity of bringing to the recolle&ion

of this chriftian aflembly, and of myfelf,

the feveral particulars
of which the know

ledge we derive from revelation, and more

efpecially
from chriftianity, confifts.

But I (hall firft confider the propriety

of having recourfe to any meafures what

ever on the part of the Divine Being, far

ther than the natural means that he had

employed for the moral improvement of

mankind.

That
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That the Divine Being has really made

provifion for promoting the virtue and

happinefs of men in the conftitution of na

ture and of the world, is not to be denied.

There are numberlefs particulars in the

make of our bodies, and in the faculties

of our minds, which, if attended to, will

teach us that vice and wickednefs (confift-

iiig in the exceffive and irregular indul

gence of our paffions) is hurtful to man ;

that it tends to debafe our natures, and

fubjefts us to pain and anguifh ; and that

if we would live in the greateft dignity

and happinefs, we muft live in the habitual

praftice of all virtue. Some will, there

fore, afk, Is not nature alone a fufficient

guide to virtue and happinefs ? and may
not men, by thefe helps, and the pro

per ufe of the reafon with which they
are endued, be their own inftru6lors?

Why might not mankind have been left

to themfelves, when their own reafon,

affifted by obfervation and experience,

would teach them to correft their vices,

and improve their natures to the utmoft ?

A 3
and
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and when the Divine Being had done thus

much for us, what occafion was there for

his doing any thing more ?

In replying to this, it muft be acknow

ledged that, if men would make the moft

of their reafon, and confcientioufly obey

all its di&ates, it would be a fufficient

dire&or in the conduct of life. But what

muft we fay if, from whatever caufe, and

through whatever foreign influence, men

become indifpofed to make this right ufc

of their reafon, and efpecially if they be

not fufficiently apprized of all the confe-

quences of their conduft
&amp;gt;

and if, in that

ftate of ignorance and darknefs, they want

ftronger motives than will ever occur to

themfelves, to the praftice of univerfal

virtue. In thefe circumftances it was furely

highly expedient that the great parent and

friend of mankind fhould interpofe, to

apprize them of thefe confequences, that

he fliould fend proper perfons, duly au

thorized, to engage their attention, and

thus to inform their judgment, intereft

their affeftions, and direft their condufl.

I muft
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I muft farther obferve, in anfwer to

thofe who objeft to the fcheme of fuch

occafional interpofitions, and who are ftruck

with the idea of the fuperior dignity of

an abfolutely uninterrupted operation of

the eftabllfhed laws, that we are not at

liberty to fuppofe either man, or the

world, to be conftituted differently from
what they are $ becaufe we are no proper

judges of fuch different arrangements of

things and their confequences. And con-

fidering how men are actually conftituted,
we may fafely conclude that if it was at all

neceffary (as we cannot but fuppofe it to

be) that fuch beings as we are fhould keep

up an attention to their maker, this great
end will be better anfwered by his main

taining fome vifible intercourfe with them,
than by a rigorous adherence to any ori

ginal conftitution of things whatever,
while himfelf was kept out of view.

The bulk of mankind (and by this we
are to judge) do not naturally inquire into

the caufe of what they fee to be conftant
and invariable. They fee, for example,

A 4 the
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the fun to rife and fet, and all the changes

of the feafons to take place, without ever

reflecting on their author, or final caufe, or

at leaft acquiefcing in any lame account of

them, fo that fomething out of the com

mon courfe of nature was neceflary to

arreft their attention, and lead them to

think of the author of nature, of what

they fee and experience every day.

The authors of the Greek and Roman

theology never went farther in their fpe-

culations than the vifiblc itnherfe. They
had gods in great abundance, but ima

gined the world to be more antient than

them all ; and the great objet of the

moft antient idolatry were the fun, moon,

and ftars, the earth, and other parts of

nature , having never imagined that thefe

had any author.

orlt Imii lofiaohi
Befides, in order that man may keep up

an idea of God, as a perfon, a being with

whom they have to do, as the infpeftor

and judge of their conduct, it feems ne-

ceffary that there fhould be on his part

fome
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fome perfonal atts, fuch as promulgating

laws, fending meffengers, expreffing his

pleafure or difpleafure at their conduft,

and the like. Without fomething of this

kind, the courfe of nature, though bear

ing infinite marks of intelligence, might

never fuggeft the idea of an intelligent

perfon,t\\e proper objeft of prayer, a law

giver, and a judge.

We clearly fee this in the cafe of num

bers who, difbelieving revelation, do at

this day, ferioufly maintain that there is

no intelligent principle
in the univerfe,

befides the vifible works of nature. They,

therefore, do not admit what we may call

the perfonality of the fupreme caufe of all;

and without this there will never be any

fuch thing as piety towards God, as a

Being whom we conceive to be ever pre-

fent with us, as the infpeftor
and the

judge of our conduft. Thefe perfons

never pray.

For
j && no *

3&amp;lt;i LIo orfi

1*0)
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For want of this the beft of the

thens were intirely deftitute of that moft
eflential branch of virtue. And with

out an habitual regard to God, as our

common parent, there is no fufficient

foundation for the duties we owe to his

offspring, or even the duties that refpeft
ourfelves. Where there is no proper

lawgiver, there can be no proper law.

Without a proper regard to God in all

our ways, our minds would be liable to

be difturbed and unhinged by the events

of life, and we fhould more efpecially
find ourfelves deftitute of power to carry
us through fevere trials and fufferings
in the caufe of truth and a good con-

fcience. But an habitual refpeft to the

being, the prefence, and the providence of

God, extending through this life and the

next, is abundantly fufficient for all thefe

purpofes. It was therefore, moft truly
faid by our Lord, No man cometh to the

Father but by me, or, as we may in

terpret it, revealed religion is the only

foundation
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foundation of what is termed natural re

ligion.

-xbiw. JbnA -.gintiiv la rfortBiti Jmindfe

It is not only on the authority of the

moft probable reafons, but on the evidence

of the moft indifputable fa&s, that we

affert the neceffity of extraordinary inter-

pofitions on the part of the Divine Being,

to engage the attention of mankind |$v

himfelf,
in order to reform the world, and

reftore the praftice of virtue among men.

We fee in hiftory how grofsly ignor

ant the heathen world remained of the

nature and perfeftions of God, and of the

purity of his worfhip, and how loft they

were to a juft fenfe of piety and virtue,

while they were fuffered to continue with

out fupernatural revelation. And from

the length of time in which the wifeft

and moft polifhed nations continued in

this ftate of ignorance and corruption, it

was manifeft that natural means were not

fufficient to enlighten their minds, and

reform their conduft. Thefe, as we are

authorized



12 A VIEW OF

authorized to fay, had been long tried

without effect. For while arts and fciences

were cultivated, and brought to a con-

fiderable degree of perfeftion, religious

notions, and religious rites, became, if

poflible, more abfurd. For after the wor-

ihip of the fun, moon, and flars (which

was the original idolatry of mankind, and

continued to be that of the more barbar

ous part of the world) the polifhed Egyp

tians and Greeks added that of dead men.

And how deplorable, in a moral refpeft, is

the ftate of thofe parts of the world to

which the knowledge of chriftianity has

not reached, or in which its glorious and

falutary light is extinguifhed.

It was therefore a meafure highly

worthy of the wifdom and goodnefs of

almighty God, in order to accomplilh his

gracious defign of raifmg men to a ftate

of glory and happinefs, to appoint fome

perfons to be, as it were, his embafladors

to the world lying in darknefs and wick-

ednefs,
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ednefs, to inftrua them in the truths

relating to their moft important concerns,

and to lay before them, with plainnefs

and energy, the proper motives for re

forming their conduft ;
and it was necef-

farythat, for this purpofe, thefe perfons

fhould come with authority, bearing evi

dent tokens of a divine miffion, by the

working of miracles, or fuch works as

men might be fatisfied could not be per

formed without God, the author of na

ture, and who alone can control its laws,

being with them.

With this view, if any hiftory be cre

dible, the Divine Being has actually com-

miflioned various perfons to communicate

his will to mankind, and efpecially
to

warn them of the future confequences of

their evil condu6l. Thefe perfons were

chiefly of the nation of the Jews ;
and

the object of their miffions was to in-

ftrucl their countrymen in the firft in-

ftance, and then other nations who had

intercourfe
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intercourfe with them, in the fundamental

principles of true
religion, in order to

guard them againft the abominable vices
and

extravagancies to which
idolatry na

turally led them. In like manner was
Jefus Chrift (of the fame nation of the

Jews) commiffioned to bring the laft and
moft complete revelation of the will of
God to man

; fo that nothing now re

mains to be done on the part of God for
the moral inftruftion and reformation of
the world.

What it is that God has by thefe i*
peated revelations done for mankind, and

efpecially by Jefus Chrift, I fhall now pro
ceed to

fpecify. But I muft farther pre-
mife, that the great and ultimate object
of the miflion of Chrift was not at all

different from that of the- preceding pro
phets. According to his own reprefenta-
tion, in the inftruclive parable of the

vineyard let out to hufbandmen, God
firft fent fcrvants to them, to receive the

i&amp;lt;unt:o

miits
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fruits of the vineyard, and laft of all,

with the fame general view, he fent his

fon, or a perfon fo much more diftin-

guifhed, as to be entitled to that peculiar

appellation, though he was of the fame

nature with them, in all things like unto his

brethren.

TV t T&quot; ^fT4 &quot;^rt fro] it ^T^ &quot;t 3i?(n-fioo ji

1

I. By thefe extraordinary interpofitions

we have been inftrufted in the nature,

perfeftions, and moral government of

God, and the rule of human duty; a

knowledge of a very important nature,

and which mankind, after having been

inftruled in it, by becoming vain in their

imaginations., had loft. This knowledge
we find in Mofes and all the prophets.

There we find that God is one, that

he made and governs the world, that he

is every where prefent, obferving the

conduft of men, that he is merciful to

the penitent, but will punifh the obfti-

nately wicked. We are alfo taught in

revelation how the one true God is to be

worftdpped in the moft acceptable man
ner,
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ner, viz. infpirit and in truth, by purity
of heart, and uprightncfs of life. Ac

cording to Chrift, the two great command

ments, which include all the reft, are the

love of God and of our fellow-creatures.

Thus was laid the foundation of all

acceptable worfhip, and right conduft in

life, and thus were the minds of men freed

from a flavifh and debafing fuperftition,

which had taught them to feek to pleafe

God by other things than true goodnefs of

heart and life, and had encouraged them to

continue in the practice of vice, by truft-

ing to vain compenfations and atone

ments. This was one of the moft im

portant fervices that could be rendered

to religion, and to mankind; as there is

nothing to which they appear to be more

prone than fuperftition, or unworthy no
tions of God, and confequently wrong
methods of feeking to pleafe him.

Beginning with thefe leading principles,
did our Lord, following the example of

the
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the prophets who had preceded him, go
on to inftruft mankind in every ufeful

principle of religion, concealing from
them nothing that could in any refpeft
influence their praftice. And this, we

clearly fee, had the moft direft tendency
to promote the great fcheme of our re

demption, or deliverance from vice and

mifery. For before men can be reclaimed

from vicious courfes, they muft be con
vinced of .the evil of them. They muft
be fhewn againft how great a Being they
are offending, and be informed what it is

that will recommend them to his favour.

Such knowledge as this is, in its own na

ture, necefTary to all virtuous and reli

gious praflice. The judgment, or under-

ftanding, muft firft beenlightened, before

the will, can be renewed, the affeftions

regulated, and the conduced reformed;
as, in all cafes, a thing muft be underjlood,
before it can be pra&ifed.

This excellent moral inftruAion was not,

however, as I have faid already, peculiar
B to
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to Chrift. He did not pretend to teach

men any thing new on thefe fubjefts. He

only explained and enforced what had

long before been taught by Mofes and

the prophets. But many of thefe excel

lent and mod important moral precepts

had been perverted, and the folid duties of

piety, benevolence, and all virtue, had

been made to give place to a mod de-

bafing and mifchievous fuperftition. The

fame, indeed, has been the cafe with the

moral precepts of chriftianity itfelf ; fo

that there will always be great reafon to

caution men on this head, fo prone are

they to the indulgence of their appetites

and paflions, and fo willing to find fome

fubftitute for moral virtue, if they can.

Chrift did not teach any thing new

concerning God, or the maxims of his

government, becaufe thefe things were

fufficiently known to the Jews, and ex

plained in their fcriptures. The great

doftrine of the divine unity was well un-

derftood, and taken for granted, by all

the
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the nation of the Jews. That there is one

God, and there is no other than be, and that

to worjhip him with the heart, is better than

all whole burnt-offerings and facrifice, was a

reply of a Jewifh. fcribe to our Saviour, and

which met with his perfeft approbation.

&amp;gt; &iicib b f?c3 orft hVrfc iferiSviSri tr

Leaft of all had he any occafion to

inform them that the Divine Being, the

God and Father of all, as well as his

own God and Father, was placable to his

penitent creatures. This moft neceffary

of all doftrines had been moft clearly

taught by Mofes and all the prophets ;

fo that nothing farther remained to be

faid on the fubjeft. By Mofes the Divine

Being folemnly proclaimed himfelf to be

a God merciful and gracious., long-fuffering,

abundant in mercy, goodnefs, and truth, for

giving iniquity, tranfgrejjion, and Jin. All

the prophets exhorted to repentance on
the fame principle. Return unto me, and

I will return unto you, is the conftant bur

den of their preaching. Indeed, without

this all exhortation to repentance would

be in vain.

B 2 That
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That Chrift was himfelf, by his death

and fufferings, the means of reconciling

men to God, and of making it to be con-

fiftent with his juftice to pardon the

truly penitent, is a doftrine for which

there is no countenance either in the dif-

courfes of our Lord, or the writings of

the apoftles. They all took it for granted,

that all that was necefTary to be done was

to reconcile finful man to God, not to

reconcile God to man. In the fine parable

of the prodigal fon, Chrift informs us

that God, our true and affectionate Fa

ther, is ready to receive all his offend

ing and penitent children, as it were,

with open arms, without any interccfTion

of others, or any atonement whatever.

Through the whole of the fcriptures God

is reprefented as forgiving fin freely, and

for his mercy s&amp;gt;

or his name s fake only.

Dfl! &quot; --

2. To give the greater weight to their

inftruftions, all the prophets of God, with

fome few exceptions, exemplified them by
their own condufh

?fjoifiiffV c B

But
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But the benefit we derive from the ex

ample of good men recorded in the fcrip-

tures is only incidental, and is not to be

confidered as any proper part of the

fcheme of revelation. Nay the examples

of bad men, equally recorded in the fcrip-

tures, or in other authentic hiftories,

may fometimes be of as much ufe to us

as that of good men. Since, however, as

chriftians, we profefs to be, and are ex

horted to be, in a more efpecial manner

followers of Chrift, I fhall make a few

obfervations with refpeft to this fubjeft.

Now the example of Chrift, like that of

other good men, can only be of partial

and occafional ufe to us. In a great va

riety of the moft trying fituations our

Lord was never placed, fo that in thofe

cafes his life cannot furnifh any pattern
for us. It is his general temper and

charafter that we are to attend to, and an

attention to this may be of great ufe to

us, even in fituations in which he himfelf

was never placed. What were moft con-

B 3 fpicuous
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fpicuous in him were the virtues of meek-

nefs, humility, heavenly-mindednefs, and

an intire devotednefs to the will of God,
in fuffering as well as in doing &amp;gt;

and with

thefe difpofitions we fhall in no particular

cafe aft wrong.

In obedience to the will of God, and

to anfwer the great defigns of his provi

dence, he gave up his innocent life to the

malice of his enemies, who put him to

death in the moft cruel and ignominious

manner, in this, as well as in other things

leaving us an example that we fhould fol

low his fteps. Forafmuch as Chrijtfujfered

in thefejh, we mujl arm ourfehes, as Peter

fays, with the fame mind. Becaufe he laid

down his lifefor us, we ought alfo, as John

fays, to lay down our lives for the brethren ;

that is, we ought to ferve mankind, at the

hazard of every thing dear to us in life,

and even of life itfelf.

Lord s great heroifm in fuffering

and dying as he did, will be more ad

mired
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mired the more we confider the circum-

ftances of it, efpecially his extreme fenfi-

bility . That a man whofe bodily frame was

capable of fuffering fo much as his did un

der the mere apprebenfion
of his approach

ing death, fhould, nothwithftanding this,

die with fuch noble and calm fortitude,

and with fuch fentiments of piety and be

nevolence even to his enemies, is, indeed,

wonderful. There is alfo fomething pe

culiarly trying in being the firft
to fuffer

in any caufe. In bearing, however, not

only pain, but hardihips of various kinds,

(fome of them more trying than any kind

of violent death) and bearing them alfo

with a truly chriftian fpirit,
it is for the

honour of chriftianity, and confequently of

Chrift, to fay that many of the martyrs

have not fallen ftiort of the pattern fet

them.

As to the more common infirmities of

human nature, fuch as the indulgence of

fenfual appetites and paffions,
we cannot

fuppofe that the temptation to tranf-

grefs would be much felt by a perfon

64 of
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of his exalted character, and great expec
tations, and with a violent death in im
mediate profpect. There is, therefore,

nothing very extraordinary, though highly
worthy of our imitation, in this part of
our Saviour s conduft.
sni/lcicjUi t

&amp;lt;ijnc

*J 3

fhall clofe this head with obferving
that, in all cafes in which the example of
men cannot be recommended, that of the
ever Wetted God is propofed to us in the

fcriptures. For we are exhorted to be

perfeti as our Father who is in heaven is

perfett. This precept has the advantage
of being an unerring rule of conduct.
It will prevent our acquiefcing in any
limited degree of moral excellence; and
recourfe may be had to it with great ad

vantage in thofe cafes in which the fu-

premacy of the Divine Being, and his infi

nite knowledge (by which he ever fees the
moft diftant confequences of things, and

by which he can bring good out of all

evil) does not
neceflarily make the rule

of bis conduct different from that of ours.

3. In
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g k In order to reform the world, and

thereby raife men to a ftate of future glory
and happinefs, God has by Jefus Chrift,

in a more efpecial manner, revealed to

them the knowledge of a future ftate of

rewards and punifhments, as fupplying
the jnoft effeftual motive to the practice

of virtue. This is, indeed, the diftinguifh-

ing excellence of the gofpel. By this gof-

pel life and immortality are fully brought

to light, as it affords a more fatisfaftory

evidence of a refurreftion to a future and

immortal life than had been given to the

world before, fo as to eftablifh. the belief

of this moft important of all truths to the

end of time. This great end Chrift effeft-

ed, not only by preaching the doftrine

with authority from God, evidenced by

miracles, even fuch as raifing the dead to

life, but by being himfelf an example of

what he announced to others; having
fubmitted to die in the moft public and

indifputable manner, and having been

raifed to life, to the complete fatisfaftion

of
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of a fufficient number of the moft com

petent witnefTes.

[)l/f.&amp;gt;. , 377 , i-|-.

Had mankind, in a body, been afked

what evidence they required for a doftrine

fo important and interefting to them,

they could not have demanded more than

was aftually given them, viz. that the

great preacher of the doctrine fliould, in

his own perfon, afford them an example

of its truth, by dying and rifing again

within a limited time.

This was no new doflrine to the Jews.

The great body of that nation were then,

and are to this day, fully perfuaded of it.

This muft, in my opinion, have arifen

from fome very early revelation from God

on the fubjeft, but probably prior to the

writing of the books of Mofes ;
whatever

difficulty we may now find in accounting

for the remarkable filence concerning a

doftrine of fo much importance in his

writings, as well as thofe of the Old Tef-

tament
axil ,ton. bib orl iol ?jh0O3iJ
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lament in general.
Had this great reve

lation been made to Mofes himfelf, or to

any of the fubfequent prophets, we could

not but have heard of it. But having been

made known probably to our firft parents,

and, though it was loft in other nations,

having been always retained by the Jews,

there was the lefs occafion for any men

tion of it in books defigned for their pe

culiar ufe. But what was well known to

the Jews would be good tidings of great

joy to the Gentile world, which was igno

rant of it.

When the fulnefs of time was come, that

God thought proper to manifeft his pa

ternal regards to all his offspring of man

kind, it was highly proper that, as the

original record of this great doftrine of a

refurreftion was then loft, it fhould be

renewed; that fo no reafonable doubt

might remain concerning it; and this was

completely effefted by the refurreftion of

Chrift, who likewife brought it into view

in all his difcourfes. For he did not, like

Mofes,
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Mofes, give his difciples any expectation
of happinefs in this life, but only at the

refurrection of the juft -,
and to this great

hope that was Jet before fhem, he taught
them chearfully to facrifice all their inte-

refts here, and even life itfelf j affuring

them that they who fhould lofe their lives

for the fake of the gofpel, would receive

them again, with infinite advantage, in

the world to come. It was his exprefs

declaration, that his kingdom was not of

this world, and he enjoined all his fol

lowers to lay up their treafure in heaven.

We alfo learn from the apoftle that we

are to walk by faith and not by fight ^ fmce

the things that are feen are temporary but

the things that are unfeen are eternal.

When God had by this means imparted
to mankind this molt important informa

tion concerning himfelf and his moral

government, concerning their duty here,

and their expectations hereafter, nothing

more was requifite in order completely

to effeft his great defign, the reformation

of
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of the world, and the preparation of men

for that future happy ftate which is an

nounced to us in the gofpel. For with

thefe helps, the rational nature that God

had originally given to man was fufficient,

without any fupernatural operation upon

their minds, to their reftoration to his

favour and their future happinefs. The

hiftorical evidence that we now have of

the miracles, the death, and refurrection

of Chrift, is of itfelf fufficient to produce

chriflian faith, or a firm belief of the great

fafts on which chriftianity refts ; and this

faith, or belief, is fufficient to induce men

to reform their condu6l, and to fit them,

by a life of virtue here, for a ftate of hap

pinefs hereafter.

Accordingly, no farther help than this

is ever promifed to us in the gofpel. Like

good feed, in our Saviour s moft inftruc-

tive parable, it is fcattered promifcuoufly

on all kinds of foil -

y but nothing is done

to the foil itfelf, and therefore it brings

forth much fruit, or none at all, juft as

the
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the minds of men were previously dif-

pofed to receive it. The gift ofthefpirit,

of which we. read, always means fome

miraculous po-wer, calculated for the confir

mation of the gofpel in the early ages only.
We are taught, indeed, to pray to God to

be led into, and to be kept in, the ways of

truth and virtue. But we are alfo taught
to pray for our daily bread ; and as our

daily bread is not given to us without

our own labour, fo likewife good dif-

pofitions of mind are only to be acquired

by the ufe of proper means; though
both the means, and the power of ufing

them, being from God, it is right to

afcribe all to him, to pray to him for

every blefling, temporal or fpiritual, and

to thank him for all of them alike.

As a praftical improvement of this

doctrine, I fhall obferve (i.) that from it

we may infer the dignity of human na

ture; man being a creature the moft

diftinguifhed by his great creator among
his works here below, in that we are the

proper
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proper fubjefts of his moral government,

and fit heirs of immortality. This im

plies that we are capable of unlimited im

provement ; and what we fee of man in

this life makes this probable. We fee

no bounds to increafing knowledge and

ripening virtue, though we, and all creat

ed beings, fhall ever fall infinitely fhort

of the perfection of the fupreme Being,

who is, and ever will be, alone,&quot; the abfo-

lutely good.

Let us, then, my brethren, with all

humility and gratitude to God, for every

thing that we have, or are, refpeft our-

felves, as fo greatly diftinguifhed by the

author of all excellence, and not care-

lefsly and wickedly abandon the glorious

profpefts
that are fet before us. For a

beggar in our ftreets to rejeft the offer of

a kingdom, would not be more prepof-

terous. We can hardly form an idea of

greater depravity of mind than for a man

ferioufly to prefer utter annihilation to

that immortality which is brought to

light
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light by the gofpel, and to maintain that

the great and extenfive views it opens to

us do not tend to enlarge and exalt the

mind, and qualify men to act with more
diSni ty&amp;gt; generofity, and

integrity, as well

as true piety, in this life, in confequence
of being taught that the connexions and
habits which we form here below, will be
continued beyond the grave, where we
(hall again find ourfelves under the go
vernment of the fame God, and be again

happy in our fubjeftion to him, and in

our renewed intcrcourfe with each other
to all

eternity. To maintain, as fome
have done, that this chriftian doctrine of
a future ftate has any hurtful tendency,
appears to me to argue fuch

depravity of

mind, as can only be produced by grofs
vices, fuch as make men

fecretly wifli that
it may not be true. Thoufands have
found that the firm belief of it tends
to make men purify themfehes even as God
is pure.

2. Let
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2. Let us learn from this doftrine to

cherifh a fenfe of the great bleffings of

chriftianity, as the only means of giving

men this glorious profpeft, and preparing
them for future happinefs. For that any
of the human race will furvive the grave

nature gives us no reafon to expeft.

stifcil

Chriftians would have a much higher
fenfe of the value of the gofpel, if they
had not forgotten what heathenifm was.

That fuch vices as the heathens were ad-

difted to, fome of them too abominable

and horrid to be mentioned in fuch a

place as this, fhould have been encouraged

by any thing that ever bore the name of

religion, and even fhould have been prac
ticed as religious rzfes, which recommend

men to the objeft of their worfhip, would

not now be credible, did not the moft au

thentic hiftory remain as an indifputable
evidence of the fafts. Let us then blefs

God for the gofpel, which brings us from

darknefs to light, from vice to virtue,

C from
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from death to immortaltty -,
and let us do

every thing in our power to extend the

knowledge and the bleflings of it to all

the human race. More efpecially, as a

means to the great end, let us exert our-

felves to purify it from thofe corruptions
which both defeat the great defign of it,

and prevent its reception among Jews, Ma
hometans, and heathens. This fatal ten

dency has every thing that, in any degree,

renders it lefs amiable, or lefs credible;

and nothing does this more than any in

fringement of the great doftrine of the

unity of God, and the equity of his govern
ment.

3. All that I have reprefented having
been done for us, the beft inftruftions

having been given us for a virtuous life,

exemplified by the lives of holy men,

prophets, and Jefus Chrift; having had

the moft fatisfacbory evidence given us of

a future ftate of retribution after death,

nothing more could have been done to

induce
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induce men to abandon a courfe of vice,

and to live in fuch a manner as to fecure

a happy immortality. If the nature of

virtue, and of man, be confidered, it will

be evident that nothing more could have

been done for us. The will cannot be

forced. It can only be determined by

proper motives. God requires that we
fhould give him our hearts, which can

only be engaged by the force of perfua* t

fion.

~ni vft itBfit sioirr girift ^aofo giiijffrou briK

As far, therefore, as it became the Di

vine Being to interpofe, nothing has been

left untried to reform the world. If then,

notwithftanding all thefe meafures for our

good, we continue difobedient, and ad-

difted to vice, may not the Divine Being
with the greaceft propriety fpeak of us as

of the children of Ifrael of old.
&quot; What

&quot; could I have done to my vineyard more
&quot; than I have done j neverthelefs when, I

&quot; looked that it fhould bring forth grapes,
tc

it brought forth wild grapesuom ;

C 2 We
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We cannot think that, after all this

that has been clone for us, we are at liberty

to negleft and flight it, and that God will

take no notice of our difobedience and

perverfenefs. No, our fins under the dif-

penfation of the gofpel are attended with

every aggravation that can heighten their

guilt, and increafe our condemnation. As

the apoftle fays, which way can we come
off,

or efiape, if we negleti Jo great fahation.

Let it not be our condemnation, that light

is come into the world, but that we loved

darknefs rather than light, bccaufe our deeds

were evil.

We who profefs what we wifli to be

con fidered as rational chrijiianity, have

leaft of all any juft excufe for a deficiency

in that temper, and a want of thofe good

works, which our religion requires. We,

depending upon the free mercy of God to

the penitent, reject: the idea of being faved

by any righteoufnefs that is not our own.

We believe that no man can obey the

laws



REVEALED RELIGION. 37

i ri^ J
r
ffc fir rw/!f

laws of God for another, or fuffer the

punifhment due to the crimes of another ;

and we difclaim the belief of any thing
whatever ftanding in the place of moral

virtue. We believe the gofpel both to

contain a fufficient rule of life, and alfo

fufficient motives to the obfervance of it.

As therefore, my brethren, we not only
name the name cf Ckrijt, and profefs our-

felves to be his difciples, but think that

we profefs it in greater purity than many
others, let us give proof of it by departing
farther from all iniquity, and by being a

peculiar people zealous of good works. . If

this be not our refolution, and fteady
uniform conduft, there is not a nation

under heaven that will not rife up againft

us, and condemn us, at the laft day. For

no people ever enjoyed greater advantages
than we do. If they negleft their advan

tages, which are inferior to ours, their

condemnation will be proportionably lefs.

But if they improve them, while we ne-

gleft ours, double will be their recom-

pence,
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pence, and double will be our condemna

tion. May we all ferioufly confider thefe

things, the things that relate to our everlajl-

ing peace and welfare, before they befor ever

hidfrom our eyes.

END OF THE SERMON.
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CHARGE
ADDRESSED TO

THE REV. WILLIAM FIELD,

IHE hints of advice, Sir, which I (hall

upon this occafion fubmit to your con-

fideration, will take their rife chiefly from

that declaration of St. Paul, in which,

in a few comprehenfive words, he exhibits

his own charafter, and that of every

faithful minifter of the gofpel.

2 Cor. ii. 17. For we are not as many
which corrupt the word of God: but

as offincerity^ but as of Gody in the

fight of God^ fpeak we in Chrift.

Ifhall
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I fhall not detain you at prefent, with

illuftrating the connexion in which the

words of the text are introduced : it is

fufficient for my purpofe, to obferve that

they appear to exprefs in the judgment
of St. Paul, a fummary of the duties of

the chriftian minifter, and of the temper
and fpirit by which he ought to be ac

tuated in the difcharge of his office, and

without which, whatever his abilities and

attainments may be, he will prove but as

the founding brafs, or the tinkling cymbal^
and cannot rationally expet either ho

nour, comfort, or fuccefs.

-slt.V /
:}j/l /, tricrft oftiv $(/to i

In the firft place, the great duty of a,

chriftian minifter is to/peak in Chri/l.

You well know, Sir, that the apoftle

Paul, amidft the variety of engagements
which continually crouded upon him, had
not much time to fpare for epiftolary cor-

refpondence -,
fo that when he was under

a neceffity of writing to his particular

friends, or to chriftian focieties, he ftudied

a degree
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a degree of brevity which not unfre-

quently borders upon obfcurity, and he

often comprizes a multitude of ideas in

very few words. To fpeak in Chrift is

an elliptical expreffion by which we are

then to underftand (as I prefume no per-

fon at all converfant with this apoftle s

writings will difpute) teaching the doc

trine of Chrift, that doftrine which had

been revealed to St. Paul by Chrift*, the

doftrine which Chrift himfelf had preach

ed, which he had confirmed by his mira

cles, which he had fealed with his blood,

and which he had commiffioned this emi

nent apoftle,
who from a furious perfe-

cutor had been transformed into a zea

lous advocate for truth and righteoufnefs,

to diffufe through the world, both among
! ^ -i &amp;lt;w&amp;gt;.a;i-

Jews and Gentiles. -f-
f

In this refpeft chriftian minifters are

the true fucceffors of the apoftles; and

6i nBnw lo^ ^tfflaDan $
*

* Gal. i. 12. f Ads xxvi. 17, 18.

though
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though they profefs not to have received

either their inftructions, or their call, from

fuch high authority, nor to challenge that

implicit regard to their meflage which the

apoftles often claimed, and to which they
were juftly entitled, in confequence of the

extent and accuracy of their views of

chriftian doftrine, the authority which

they received from Chrift, the gift of the

Holy Spirit, and the miraculous powers
with which they were furnifhed ; yet it is

their great duty, the honour and the pri

vilege of their office, to publifh what

they apprehend to be the true doftrine of

Chrift, as die reprefentatives of their great

matter, to addrefs men in his name, to

teach what, he taught, and, as the embajfa-

dor3 of Chrift, to befeecb them inCfjrijFsJiead

to be reconciled to God*.

Upon this head it were eafy to enlarge,

and to multiply direftions; but I for

bear. Your own heart, Sir, will inftruft

81 4niql 2ixtf isnool oriT .boO ot MB
,ftia Cor. v. 20.

you
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you in your duty, and will fupply you
with the beft motives to the faithful dili

gent performance of it. But one hint I

muft take leave to fuggeft, viz. that it is

an objeft of the higheft importance to the

intereft of truth and piety, that a minifter

fhould be particularly attentive to the

rifing generation, and fhould fpare no

pains to inftil into the young and fuf-

ceptible mind, juft and pleafing appre-

henfions of religious truth. That the

idea of God may be one of the earlieft

impreffions upon the underftanding ; that

from the firft moment when children

learn to lifp his name, they may think

of him with delight, as their beft and

kindeft friend, and may affociate the moft

pleafing fentiments with the duties they

owe to God. A filial fpirit is what God

requires ; it is that fragrant incenfe

which ought to perfume every facrifice.

It is that alone which renders every duty

pleafant in the performance, and accept

able to God. The fooner this fpirit is

infufed the better : and this can only be

accomplifhed
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accomplifhed by exhibiting to young peo

ple the moft pleafing, which are at the

fame time the moft rational and beneficial,

views of the fupreme Being. Of thofe

who are grown old in wickednefs there

is very little hope.

If you can check the career of folly, if

you can moderate the excefles of vice, if

you can effect fome external reformation ;

this is all that in ordinary cafes you can

reafonably expe6l. But that which has long

been crooked cannot eafily be made ftraight*.

The Ethiopian cannot change his
Jkin&amp;gt;

nor the

leopard his Jpots\. If falfe and gloomy

thoughts of God and his government have

taken early pofleflion of the mind, if by

length of time and force of habit, they

have entwined themfelves about the fibres

of the heart, and have aflociated them

felves with every devotional fentiment, it

is in vain to hope that the baneful and

deep-rooted prejudice will yield to the

* Ecclef. i. 15. | Jer. xiii. 23,
:ur Tc Mt

&amp;lt;?f
tl

gentle
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gentle influence of calm and fober argu

ment. Death, the great teacher, can alone

emancipate the understanding, and eradi

cate thofe hard injurious thoughts of the

moft amiable and beneficent of Beings,

which embitter human life, and pervert to

dejeftion and defpondency thofe exercifes

of piety which to an enlightened and up

right mind, are an inexhauftible fource of

confolation and pleafure. But if here and

there an inftance fhould occur of perfons

who in advanced age poffefs leifure, incli

nation, and ftrength of mind, to examine

into the foundation of their prejudices,

and to correft their unhappy errors con

cerning the Supreme Being, the feelings

will not eafily, perhaps never entirely,

follow the diftates of the underftanding ;

and when the attention is diverted to a

different objeft, the old affociations and

modes of thinking and feeling will return

again, as though the judgment had never

been convinced.

It is, then, an object of unfpeakable

importance not only that young people

ihould
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fhould be trained up to the pra&ice of

religion, but that their religious prin

ciples fhould be rightly formed
; that they

fhould be kept from all thofe views of

God, and his government, and of the du

ties he requires, which would damp the

innocent chearfulnefs of the mind, would

infpire it with terror, and produce a fer-

vile and reluftant homage, fo oppofite to

that filial fpirit, that chearfiil obedience,

which is moft acceptable to God. It is

very defirable that young perfons fhould

never recolleft the time when they were

not firm believers in the exiftence and

goodnefs of God, when they did not think

of him with fentiments of reverence and

affeftion, when they did not rejoice in his

prote&ion, and government, and when

they did not confider obedience to God as

a privilege, as well as a duty.

And here, Sir, in my apprehenfion, a

minifter s chief bufmefs and pleafure lies.

Here he is called upon to exert his moft

valuable talents with the faireft profpeft

of fuccefs, viz. in fixing the belt im-

preflions
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preffions upon the tender minds of the

younger part of his fociety, and that by
means of private inftruftion as well as by

public addreffes. And give me leave to

hint an obfervation of the utmoft moment

to the fuccefs of your miniftry, that the

moft important duties of the facred office,

are not thofe which are performed in

public. I am, indeed, perfuaded that the

public preaching of the gofpel is highly

ufefiri, and that without it the world

would tDe^much more ignorant and vicious

than it now is. I admire the orator who
can exhibit the interefting doftrines, and

the eflential duties of chriftianity in clear,

elegant, and harmonious language ; who
can fupport them by the moft cogent ar

guments, who can enforce them by the

moft engaging motives, who can com

mand attention, and can reach the heart

by graceful elocution, united with manly
fenfe, and with that genuine pathos which

refults from a firm conviftion of the

truth and importance of his fubje6l, and

from an earned defire to be ufeful to his

D hearers
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hearers in their moft important concerns,

I cordially wifh him fuccefs. And multi

tudes, no doubt, are enlightened, and

edified, and faved by his miniftry. But

yet, I am perfuaded that it is \htfti11fmall
voice of private inftruction, of prudent

advice, of friendly admonition, of falutary

reproof, of tender fymapthy, and of chrif-

tian confolation, which is ufually found

moft efficacious to open the underftand-

ing, and to meliorate the heart. The
wife and vigilant, and faithful minifter,

therefore, will be inftant tnfeafon, and out

offeafon, and will diligently feek after, and

never willingly let flip, any favourable

opportunity of promoting the caufe of

truth, and the intereft of religion.

I now proceed, fecondly, To illuftrate

that temper and fpirit by which the apof-

tle was animated, and which he infmuates

to be neceflary to form the character of a

chriftian minifter. We are not as many who

corrupt the word of God&amp;gt;

but as of fincerity y

but as ofGody in thefightj)f Godfpeak we in

Chrift.
In
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In the firft place, a chriftian
;
!ninifter

is to be very careful that he doth not,

as many do, corrupt the word of God.

You need not, Sir, to be informed that

the expreffion *, in the original, fignifies to

debafe generous liquors by impure mix

tures for the fake of gain. And the

apoftle means to declare, that he did not

adulterate the pure do6lrine of Chrift by
the mixture of any foreign or inferior

principles, as many at that time did.

He particularly alludes to the judaizing

zealots, who blended the ceremonies of

the Mofaic ritual, and the abfurdities, and

burdens, of Pharifaic tradition, with the

doftrine of Chrift, and represented them

as eflential to falvation. The apoftle

could truly fay that he did not, in this,

nor in any other way, adulterate the word

of God. For he knew it perfeftly. He
had learned it by exprefs revelation from

Cbrijl^. Nor would he prefume to violate

the facred depofitum.

- t. Gal. i. 12.

D2 But
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But what minifter of the gofpel will

now prefumc to affirm that he in particu
lar doth never corrupt the word of God ?

That the doftrine which he teaches, is

the genuine, unmingled, undebafcd doc

trine of Chrift ? That the chriftian re

ligion has been fullied by grievous cor

ruptions, is what we arc all ready to ac

knowledge; that it is the duty of minifters

to teach the word of God purified, as far

as poflible, from the drofs of human in

ventions, none will deny. But where is

the touchltone of truth, the key of know

ledge to be found? Who will take off

from our eyes the bandage of ignorance
and prejudice ? Who will dire6l us to the

abode of truth, or difcover to us the hea

venly ftranger ? I am happy in the per-
fuafion, that the world, under the benign
influence of the gofpel, and the govern
ment of perfeft wifdom and goodnefs, is

proceeding to a better ftate. All things
are advancing to perfeftion by a gradual,
but continually accelerated progrefs, and
the time is approaching, when truth will

reveal her radiant form to every upright

inquifitive
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inquifitive mind. Yes, my heart triumphs
in the profpeft of that glorious ftate of

things, which the pen of prophecy has

delineated in the faireft colours, when

truth and peace fhall vifit this world, and

the pure doctrine of Chrift, by its intrinfic

energy, and the fuperintending providence

of God, fhall purge itfelf thoroughly from

all the feculence of error, and fhall diffufe

its faving beams throughout the world.

The happy day is even now beginning to

dawn. The rays of truth already pene
trate the gloom, and error, ignorance,

and fuperftition are gradually vanifhing

before it. The darknefs is patted, and the

true light now begins to fhine. Happy

they who will hereafter be witnefles to

its meridian fplendour. Happy we, my
brethren, if like the venerable patriarch,

we can look forward to the day of Chrift*.

This is our beft folace amidft the ftruggles

to which an honefl zeal for truth, and the

difficulties to which a laborious, patient,

* John viii. 56.

D 3 ferious
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ferious enquiry after it, and an honeft

open profeflion of it, will now fometimes

expofe us. But, in the mean time, we
muft efteem it our honour, if we arc em

ployed as inftruments in promoting this

glorious caufc, either by our labours, or

by our fufferings.

It is your duty then, Sir, if you are

defirous of keeping clear of the charge of

corrupting the word of God, to ftudy the

fcriptures with care and diligence \ to di-

veft your mind as far as poflible of every

prejudice ; to aim at nothing but truth ;

to fearch after the genuine fenfe of the

facred writers, without warping it to fup-

port a favourite fyftcm ; never to think

that you have learned enough, nor to be

afhamed of acknowledging an error ; ever

to keep your mind open to convilion,
and to be thankful for every degree of in

formation, from whatever quarter it may
arife, in whatever mode it may be commu
nicated, and to whatever confequences it

may lead 5 knowing that the tendency of

truth
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truth muft ever be ultimately beneficial ;

and to all your refearches, you muft add

earned prayer to the Father of lights, for

wifdom and inftruction to guard you

from every criminal, from every per

nicious error.

~\:LJ &amp;lt;:,/ /?,fi0i?ftJUi&quot;
T
iifjQ vd

I am far from maintaining that by this

means you will fecure infallibility. I am

well apprized of the narrow limits of the

human intelleft, and the force of inve

terate prejudice, often moft powerful and

moft obvious to others, when leaft per

ceived or fufpecled by thofe who are the

fubjefts of its baneful influence. But

this I will affert, that when you have

followed the direftions which have juft

been prefcribed, you have done all that

feeble, fallible human nature will admit.

That doftrine which you difcover by thefe

means, is to you the pure, unadulterated

doftrine of Chrift. This doftrine you

muft teach; without prefuming either

to conceal it, to add to it, or to take

from it. And at the fame time that you

D 4 cannot
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cannot but regard other fyftems of opi
nions as corruptions of

chriftianity, and
cannot but think it your duty to warn

your hearers again ft them, fo far as they

appear to have a pernicious tendency, I

am very fure that you will never think of

exerting an authority which, with what
ever propriety it might be claimed by an

apoftle who had the gift of difccrning

fpirits, can never, without the greateft in

decency, be arrogated by fallible creatures,

who have no fuch pretenfions, the autho

rity of anathematizing thofe whofe fenti-

ments differ from your own. If truth is

your only objeft, you will not wifli to

fupport your own fyftem of opinions any
farther than they are confident with

truth, and by means which will not dif-

grace your character either as a chriftian

or a gentleman ; and you will hold your-
felf under obligation to the friend who
will deteft the falfhood of any principle
which you entertain, how well grounded,
how dear, how facred foever, it may have

been efteemed.

Permit
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Permit me, Sir, to put the queftion,

ilrange as it may found, whether there

may not be fome danger of corrupting

the word of God, even by the ufe of

fcripture language, by the promifcuous
introduftion of fcripture phrafes, with

out annexing to them diftinft ideas, or

proper explanations. You well know

that phrafeology perfeftly intelligible in

one age and country, is often, by differ

ence of circumftances, and modes of think

ing, quite unintelligible in another, and

that the bold metaphorical ftyle of the

Eaft, is ill adapted to the frigid concep

tions, and fober reafonings of the inha

bitants of the Weft. But the principal

obftrution to a right underflanding of

the fcriptures, is, that we all come to the

reading of them, prepoflefled with our

own fyftems, and interpret the language

of them agreeably to our own hypothefes,

without once alking ourfelves the quef

tion, whether our fyftems be the fame

with thofe of the facred writers, or whe

ther they ufed their words in the fenfe

which
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which we annex to them. And in facl,

it often happens, that the ideas which we

have been taught to annex to fcripture

expreflions, arc fuch as never entered

into the thoughts of the writers of the

New Teftament, and that their true mean

ing, when firft difcovcred, frequently ap

pears cold and far-fetched. From thefe

confiderations, I am fure you will infer

the neceflity of ftudying the fcriptures

with the clofeft attention, and of making

them their own interpreters : of expound

ing them frequently to your hearers fo as

to lead them into their true meaning,

that they may judge of the fenfe of a paf-

fage not merely by the found of the words,

but by the connexion in which they

ftand, and by the meaning of fimilar

phrafeology
in correfponding paffoges.

You will alfo fee the neceflity of fre

quently explaining difficult and doubtful

phrafes which you may occafionally in

troduce into your public difcourfes, and

which cuftom and prejudice may lead

your hearers to underftand in a fenfe very

different
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different from what you apprehend to

be the genuine meaning of the fcrip-

tures.

I am not afraid, Sir, that you will mif-

apprehend the hints that I have fuggefted.

You will be far from thinking that I in

tend the flighteft difrefpefl to the facred

oracles. And I am confident that you
will agree with me, that the greateft re-

fpe6l is then paid to the fcriptures, when

they are ftudied with the clofeft attention,

and explained with the greateft freedom

and impartiality,

vii-yj
io 5\ris\ arft Th6 ajjbrri ynrrt 7:;^ u;rfj

We are not as many who corrupt the

word of God, but as of fmcerity y this is

the fecond chara&eriftic of the fpirit of a

chriftian minifter.

Ryjincerity in this connexion, I under-

ftand the undlfguijed declaration of truth^

without regard toperfonal confequences. It is

fuch conduft as challenges the fevereft

fcrutiny, and will bear the teft of the

ftrongeft
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ftrongeft and cleareft light, as the original

word imports*.

To be fincere, then, is to act upon the

beft motives, it is to be open and undif-

guifed, it is to declare the whole counfel of

God, and to keep back nothing profitable -(-.
It

is to teach boldly, and explicitly, what*

ever appears to be the genuine doctrine

of chriftianity. All revealed truth muft be

important ; an uninterefting unprofitable

doctrine of revelation is an abfurdity, it

is a contradiftion in terms, it is an af

front to the perfections of God. To

fuppofe that God would reveal a truth,

the knowledge and belief of which would

be of no ufe to mankind, is to fuppofe

that infinite wifdom would aft the part

of fuperlative folly. And nothing can be

more evident, than that a fincere and ex

plicit profeffion of what appears to us to

be truth, is the only means by which

truth can make its way, and finally pre-

zJnioq Ik ni JuE -*c ^

* EAufmvEtop f Afts xx. 20. 27.

vail

ni ki sd 3i^rfw bne
&amp;lt;(lbfod

Juo A^q!
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vail in the world. To conceal what we

believe to be the genuine doftrine of reve

lation under ambiguous expreffions, is

to betray the facred truft repofed in us,

it is to abandon the divine caufe in which

we are embarked, it is to be ajhamed of

of Chrift and of bis words. Not that I

mean to difparage chriftian prudence
-

y far

from it. There is fuch a thing as cafting

pearls before fwine. Our divine Mafter

and his apoftles, have taught us both by

precept and example, to unite the wifdom

of the ferpent with the fimplicity and inno

cence of the dove, and to avoid giving un-

neceflary offence in the difcharge of our

important embafiy. No one will fay that

it is the duty of a minifter to publifh

every doubt that rifes in his mind ; much
lefs to puzzle and perplex plain unlettered

chriftians, who come to be inftrufted in

the grand principles of wifdom and virtue,

with fubtle controverfies upon intricate

and difficult queftions. But in all points
of importance, where his own mind is

quite fatisfied, furely it is a minifter s duty
to fpeak out boldly, and where he is in

fufpence,
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fufpencc, fmcerity will not permit him to

exprefs himfelf with confidence. Pru

dence muft judge in all. But let not

chriftian prudence degenerate into worldly
wifdom. Of this there is the utmoft

danger. To temporize and to difguife

unpopular opinions, to flatter men in ig

norance and prejudice, is the way to eafe,

to affluence, and to applaufe. But to be

honeft and fmcerc, to fpeak truth without

difguife, and to oppofe eftabliflied errors,

often leads to poverty, reproach, dcfertion,

and contempt. Judge then, upon which

fide the danger lies. Few, I believe, have

ever repented being too fmcere. Many
have been ftung with remorfe under the

confcioufnefs of duplicity of character,

and of having, through fear of perfonal

confequcnces, concealed truth under an

ambiguous phrafeology. And the caufe

of truth hath often fuffered by the timi

dity of its profefled advocates.

K&fo ITOIW v^vvg, *\yvAJ

For who, Sir, fhould be willing to

fuffer in defence of truth, if the mini-

fters of the gofpel are not ? How can

we
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we expeft that our hearers will believe

that we are in earneft, if we do not

at with the moft undifguifed fimplicity,

and are not willing to take the confe-

quences of avowing important truth ? It

is by the fufferings of its advocates and

champions, that the wifdom of providence

hath ordained that truth fhall make its

way. Our divine mafter was the firft to

fall in the glorious ftruggle. His apoftles

and their difciples followed his great

example, and fealed their teftimony with

their blood. The reformers of the church

from the corruptions of popery, were

animated by the fame fpirit of chriftian

heroifm. And in the prefent age of com-*

parative toleration, if we would approve
ourfelves the genuine difciples and faith

ful minifters of Chrift, we muft be con

tent to bear his crofs, \ve muft be willing

at the command of providence, to forfake

all and follow him\ and muft account the

reproach of Chrift greater riches than the

treafures of the earth.

My
no voH ; jc/t 3ii&amp;gt; bqlog $Ai to
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My earneft advice therefore is, Be pru

dent ; do not give unneceffary offence.

Do not expofe yourfelf to unneceflary

hazard and inconvenience. Do not un-

neceffarily impede your acceptance and

ufefulnefs. But above all, Be honeji and

fincere. Secure to yourfelf the broad im

penetrable fhield of a good confcience.

Keep back nothing that is profitable. Handle

not the -word of God deceitfully. And, as

you will anfwer for your facred truft

another day, fuffer no confideration of

eafe, reputation, or intereft, to move you
to betray the high caufe in which you are

embarked. Let this beyour rejoicing, even the

tejlimony ofyour conference,
that infimplicity

and godly fincerity, not with flejhly ivifdom,

but by the grace of God you have your con-

verfation in the world.

The apoftle mentions another charac-

teriftic of a chriftian minifter, which is,

toffeak and at as in thefight of God.

And
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And O ! what will be the temper and

condut of that minifter who fets God

always before him ; who in every aftion

of his life and miniftry, doth, as it were,

behold the eye of the fupreme Being fixed

fteadily and invariably upon him for pur-

pofes the moft interefting, the molt awful,

and the moft encouraging; to pity, to

guide, and to fuccour under every diffi

culty ; to aid every generous exertion,

and to mark, and frown upon, every wilful

negleft of duty. Under fuch impreffions,

with what earneft folicitude will a mini-

fter prepare for the duties of his office,

that he may not in the fight of God

fpeak, or do, any thing unworthy of his

character, that he may not offer the facri-

fice of fools, nor utter crude and indi-

gefted ramblings in the name, and in the

prefence of God! With what plainnefs
and freedom, with what fortitude, with

what dignity and energy, with what in

finite fuperiority to mean and fecular

views, with what indifference to human
applaufe, with what unconcern as to per-

E fonal
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fonal confcquenccs, will he declare the

whole counfel of God; not daring to conceal

what he believes to be important, that fo

he may be clear of the blood of all men!
With what diligence will he feek, with

what eageniefs will he embrace, every op
portunity of promoting the great ends of

his miniftry, inftrufting the ignorant, re

claiming the vicious, recovering the wan
derer to the paths of wifdom and virtue,

adminiftering confolation to the afflicted,

confirming and
eftablifhing the fincere

chriftian ! How will the apprchenfion of

the divine infpe&ion roufe him to unre

mitting exertions, whatever difficulties he

may meet with, whatever temptations to

negligence and fupincnefs, with whatever

indifference and negleft his fervices may
be treated, whatever ungrateful treatment

he may receive, or how little foever his

apparent fuccefs may be ! And what a

tendency will this perfuafion have, to en

gage the chriftian minifter often to lift

up his heart in devout afpirations after

a divine affiftance and blefling, and to

afcribe
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afcribe all that is good in himfelf, and all

the fuccefs of his miniftry, to the favour

of the Almighty. Rejoicing in the con-

fcioufnefs of having laboured faithfully,

abundantly, and
fuccefsfully, he will

humbly and thankfully add, yet not I, hit

the grace of God which was with me.

I cannot then, Sir, conclude with a
better advice or wifh, than this, that you
would fet the Lord always before you, and
that in the whole courfe of your miniftry,

you would Jludy to approve yourfelf to God,
to glorify his name, and to accomplifh
his will.

And permit me to add for your encou

ragement, that with this temper, and with
thefe views your final fuccefs is infal

lible. Jf the objecT: of your miniftry be
intereft or applaufe, you may very pof-
fibly mifs your aim ; and if attained, how
worthlefs, how contemptible an end!
But if you have no other view than to be

approved of God, and to
accomplifh his

E 2 will
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will, you cannot be difappointed in your

purpofe.
It is hard to fuppofe that vig

orous exertions upon fuch generous prin

ciples can fail of being eminently ufeful.

But if the fupreme Arbiter of events do

not fee fit to employ you as an inftrument

in promoting the caufe of truth and virtue

in the world (and who fhall prefume to

diftate to him r) he can bow your will in

placid refignation to his fovereign plea-

fure. And in the mean time, the ge

nerous purpofe of the willing mind, with

which he is perfeftly acquainted, will in

his account, be entered in your favour, as

though it had been a&ually accomplifhed ;

and in the great day of final remunera

tion, it will not be forgotten that you

had it in your heart to have built a boufe to

his name.

THE END.

. o
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